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Below are the manuscripts to our sermon series on the book 
of Haggai. Chances are, you will encounter countless 
grammatical errors. Please be gracious. I pray this will be 
beneficial to you as you study the Word of God that is 
“profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work (2 Tim. 3:16-17).”
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“By the power of the Holy Spirit, we exist to glorify God by 
making disciples of all nations.”
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Haggai 1:1-4
“Have you become more focused on building your 
kingdom over God's kingdom?”
 
Haggai is a small two chapters long book in the OT that 
consists of 38 verses. It's the second smallest book in the OT, 
falling closely behind the book Obadiah. Its central message 
is centered around prioritizing obedience to God. It's a call to 
survey our priorities. It's a call to put God first. In pulling 
from the words of Jesus, God (through Haggai) calls Israel to 
"seek first the kingdom of God."
 
I think this message is a relevant message for all of us to hear 
today. Whether we're two days into following Jesus or 
twenty-five years into following Jesus, we all need to 
constantly evaluate our priorities. We all must evaluate our 
lives and ask ourselves, "What/who is first in my life?" Asked 
differently, "Who is on the throne of my life?"
 
We need to ask these questions because the current of our 
heart pushes us away from faithfulness to God and toward 
faithfulness to self. The current of our heart pushes us 
toward building up our kingdom, not God's kingdom. When 
you survey the Bible, you will discover that when man is left 
to himself, he will always place his own wants/desires above 
another. Therefore, we need to invite the message of Haggai 
into our life so we can serve the LORD more faithfully.
 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT
Now, before we dive in, let's do a quick history lesson to set 
the tone for this book. We're first going to spend a little more 


time in the world of history than we will in the world of 
application. So, bear with me. I'll try to be both clear and 
quick.
 
Back around 1730BC, we see the Israelites in Egypt for 430 
years. Around 13000BC, we see the Exodus from Egypt. 
Around 1250BC, the Israelites we led into the promised land, 
Canaan. Well, around 950BC, the first temple of God was 
built by King Solomon. Around 930BC, the Jewish kingdom 
was divided into two kingdoms, Israel (north) and Judah 
(south). Assyria conquered the northern kingdom of Israel 
around 720BC, and Babylon conquered the southern 
kingdom of Judah around 600BC. 
 
When Babylon conquered Judah, they destroyed the temple 
and took God's people captive to Babylon. This is what many 
will call Babylonian captivity, where the Jews were exiled to 
Babylon for 70 years. Well, around 530BC, Babylon was 
taken over by Persia, and the new Persian king, Cyrus, let 
Israel return to their homeland to rebuild the temple and 
worship their own God. Upon their return to Judah, the Jews 
immediately started rebuilding the temple of God, beginning 
with the altar. But, somewhere along in that process, they 
experienced opposition and stopped reconstructing the 
temple (Ez. 4). For roughly 16-18 years, the Jews stopped 
working on the temple altogether. And it's here (16-18 years 
later) that we find God speaking to his people through 
Haggai. In this book, we find God calling his people to finish 
the work they once began. He's calling Israel to prioritize 
obedience.
 
The Jews may have started well, but they've drifted into 
error. They've allowed outward pressures to shape their walk 
with the LORD. They started building the temple of God. But 
somewhere along the line, they stopped and redirected their 


focus to building their own homes. And because of this, 
they've begun to encounter loss.
 
So, Haggai's message is similar to Jesus' in Matthew 6:33, 
"Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be added to you." The temptation in life 
is to think that serving yourself leads to joy and happiness 
and fulfillment when, in reality, serving God is what leads to 
joy and happiness and fulfillment.
 
HAGGAI 1:1-4
So, let's go ahead and dive into the text. 
 
"[1] In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth 
month, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD 
came by the hand of Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the 
son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of 
Jehozadak, the high priest: [2] "Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to rebuild 
the house of the LORD." [3] Then the word of the LORD 
came by the hand of Haggai the prophet, [4] "Is it a time for 
you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this 
house lies in ruins?"
 
Here Haggai doesn't waste much time diving into his central 
message. Following a brief introduction, he quickly 
addresses the issue at hand. They have put building the 
temple on the back burner while working on their own 
homes because the time has not yet come for them to rebuild 
the temple.
 
In verse 1, we find three things highlighted for us: 
	The timing of this prophecy.

	The author of this prophecy. 



	The recipients of this prophecy.

 
TIMING OF PROPHECY
In looking at the timing of this prophecy, we find Haggai 
giving us a lot of specifics. It was "the second year of Darius 
the king, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month…." 
This is pretty uncommon in the Bible. Specific details 
regarding days and times aren't something we see very often 
in Scripture. Yet, here we find Haggai being as specific as 
humanly possible. It was the second year of Darius the king, 
on the first day of the sixth month. Some historians date this 
first prophecy in Haggai back to August 29, 520BC.1
 
In studying the Bible, whenever you come across specific 
details like this, it's wise to pause and ask, "Why?" What does 
Haggai want us to see here about the time of this prophecy?
 
First, these specific dates pinpoint this prophecy within a 
particular point in history. As readers, these specific dates 
help us verify that these events actually took place in history. 
They weren't fabricated; they're historical. 
 
Second, these dates teach us that Haggai's ministry lasted 
only a short time. This is the first of three specific dates given 
to us in this one book (1:1; 2:1; 2:10). When you compile 
these three dates together, you will find that Haggai's 
ministry lasted only three and a half months. So, Haggai's 
ministry was short-lived. 
 
***Sometimes the Lord works slowly over a long period of 
time, and sometimes he works quickly over a brief time 
period of time. This was a quick ministry conducted over a 


1 Haggai, Malachi, Richard Taylor, NAC, B&H Publishing.



short time. In these short three months, we see Israel move 
from "stark apathy to vigorous action (RC)."2
 
Third, these dates shine a light on the issue at hand. In the 
book of Numbers, we see that on the first day of the month, 
God's people were commanded to offer burnt offerings to the 
LORD (Num. 28:11-15). This was a time of celebrating, 
rejoicing, and remembering that the LORD is their God 
(Num 10:10). Well, in writing on the first day of the month, 
Haggai is shining a light on how God's people weren't able to 
properly observe these commands while the temple was in 
ruins. On a day that they should be celebrating their God, 
Haggai is revealing their apathy toward their God. In giving 
us this date, the question is being asked, "How can you 
rightly celebrate your God when your God's temple is in 
ruins?"
 
AUTHOR OF PROPHECY
Here in verse 1, we also see the author of this prophecy. "In 
the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on 
the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by 
the hand of Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of 
Jehozadak, the high priest…"
 
This isn't Haggai's message; this is God's message. Haggai is 
simply the pen used to write God's words. He's the 
megaphone used to shout God's words. This is the LORD 
speaking through Haggai.
 
The title LORD here is YHWH (ṣĕbāʾô t), which is one of the 
most common titles used to describe God in the OT (265+ 
times). This is the covenant name for the God of Israel. 


2 “Haggai, Malachi,” Clendenen, E. Ray; Taylor, Richard A., B&H. Publishing.



 
We will also find Haggai consistently using the title YHWH 
in conjunction with the phrase "host," calling him the "LORD 
of hosts." Throughout the OT, this title highlights God as a 
warrior in charge of a heavenly army. But, in this context, it 
seems that this title highlights God's sovereignty, reminding 
Israel that their God transcends and controls all things in 
life. God has been and always will be on the throne. Nothing 
falls outside of his control, not even our trials. As we will see 
in Haggai, God uses all things (both good and bad) for our 
good and his glory.
 
THE RECIPIENTS OF PROPHECY
So, it is the all-powerful LORD over all who is speaking here. 
But, who is he talking to? 
 
Well, he's speaking to Zerubbabel and Joshua. So, although 
Israel's corporate sins are being addressed, it is Zerubbabel 
and Joshua that Haggai is writing to specifically.
 
On the one hand, Zerubbabel was a descendant of David, a 
link in the chain of the lineage of Jesus. So, even amid 
Babylonian captivity, we see God's steadfast love and 
faithfulness being carried out here. 
 
But, more specifically, Zerubbabel was also the Persian-
appointed governor of Judah at this point in time. His name 
means "seed of Babylon," which suggests that he was born in 
captivity. This means that he had never laid his eyes on the 
old temple of God in its full glory before the Babylonians 
overtook it.
 
Joshua was the high priest. He was the supreme religious 
leader of the Israelites.


 
Together, these two men would have been prominent leaders 
of Israel during this time. Nothing significant would have 
taken place regarding the temple construction outside their 
approval. Therefore, the LORD speaks directly to these two 
men. But, in speaking to these two men, the LORD also 
addresses the rest of the nation corporately. 
 
THE ISSUE AT HAND
In verse 2, we see the LORD of hosts say, "These people say 
the time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the LORD." 
Notice the phrase "these people." Instead of referring to 
Israel as "my people," God refers to them as "these people." 
This tells us that there's something fundamentally wrong 
with Israel's relationship with the Lord right now. Their 
actions aren't consistent with those of one who belongs to the 
sovereign LORD. Their actions (or lack thereof) are 
consistent with those outside a covenant relationship with 
the LORD.
 
But, how so? What did God's people do to cause him to use 
such language? 
 
The issue resides in the saying, "The time has not yet come to 
rebuild the house of the LORD." Here Haggai refers to the 
temple as "the house of the LORD." This is a general term 
used to describe a place of residence or inhabitance. So, 
Israel concluded that now was not a good time to construct 
the temple, the dwelling place of God. They've decided to put 
off the temple construction because the time hasn't been 
right (which isn't good).
 
Haggai's writing, especially in these verses, is littered with 
irony. If the temple was the dwelling place of the LORD, then 


it would be his house. And God's people had decided that the 
time wasn't right for them to build the house of God. Yet, 
ironically, they didn't adopt a similar mindset regarding their 
personal homes. There was a disconnect between the way 
they handled God's home and the way they handled their 
own home.
 
Verses 3-4 tell us they were dwelling in paneled houses while 
the house of the LORD lay in ruins. The word paneled can be 
translated as either "roofed" or "paneled." If Haggai intended 
the former translation (roofed), then it would seem he's 
saying the people lived in a completed home while the Lord's 
house remained incomplete. If it's the latter (paneled), that 
would mean the people lived in luxury while the LORD's 
home was in shambles. Either way, we see God's people 
mowing their lawns and drinking lemonade on their new 
front porches while there are cobwebs and construction tape 
around the temple of God. 
 
This would have been a sign of tremendous disrespect. It was 
a declaration of unimportance. Their actions revealed what 
was important in their life. They were seeking first their own 
kingdom, not God's kingdom.
 
But, again, why? Why had Israel concluded that the timing 
was not suitable for them to rebuild the house of the LORD? 
 
Well, the text doesn't specifically give us an answer here. It 
could be that political events were taking place, leading them 
to press pause. It could be that they were still facing 
opposition from the Samaritans (Ez. 4). It could be that they 
were in the middle of a difficult time financially. It could be 
that they didn't want a pagan king to be the means of 
restoring the temple. It could be that they felt it wasn't a part 
of God's timing.


 
We can speculate all we want, but we will never know why 
they still choose not to rebuild the temple. All we know is 
their reason stunk. Whatever their reason was for continuing 
to delay the temple's construction, they were in error. God, 
through Haggai, is writing to jumpstart the temple 
reconstruction.
 
WHAT ARE YOUR PRIORITIES?
This question in verse 4 invited Israel to reflect on their 
priorities. Whose interest were they more concerned with— 
God's or their own? 
 
When God's people returned to Judah, they started well, 
immediately rebuilding the temple. But, due to outside 
pressures, they pressed pause, which eventually led to 
idleness. Their attention shifted from building God's home to 
building their own home. And here, at the start of Haggai, 
God is saying, "Why are you prioritizing your kingdom over 
God's kingdom, your house over God's house?"
 
We have a similar question asked of ourselves today. What 
are your priorities? Have you become more focused on 
building your kingdom over God's kingdom? Have you 
become more concerned with your house than God's house? 
Have you become more concerned with your wants than 
God's wants? 
 
There are a million reasons why we shouldn't serve the 
LORD. Sometimes we might say, "I would serve the Lord, 
but I just don't have the resources to do so. So, now isn't a 
good time." Sometimes we might say, "I would serve the 
church, but I can't stand ______ about the church. So, now 
isn't a good time." Sometimes we might say, "I'll serve the 


Lord whenever the Lord tells me how, when, and where to 
serve. But, he hasn't made it clear yet. So, now isn't a good 
time." There are a million reasons to put off serving the 
LORD with your life, but every reason given is a bad reason.
 
As we will see next week, "seeking first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness" is the best decision you could make in 
this life. And not "seeking first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness" is the worst decision you could make in this 
life.
 
So, what are you seeking after? Are you apathetic toward 
kingdom work, giving excuses to not serve the Lord? Did you 
start off well, keeping in step with the Spirit, running the 
Christian race with zeal, but now you find yourself 
indifferent toward the Lord? What are your priorities? 
Whose house are you building?
 
BUILDING THE TEMPLE
Let's quickly bridge the theological gap between Haggai and 
Harbor as we close today. The beauty of the Bible is we see 
God's dwelling place evolve throughout Scripture. In the 
book of Exodus, God dwelt with his people in the wilderness 
through the tabernacle. In the book of Haggai, God dwelt 
with his people through the Temple. But, in the gospels, we 
see God became flesh and tabernacled (dwelt) among us— 
Jesus was Immanuel, God with us. But, now we see God 
dwells with his people by dwelling in his people. God is with 
us by being in us. We, the church, are the body of Christ, the 
new temple of God (Eph. 2:21-22; 2 Cor. 6:16).
 
So, the call of Haggai in our life is not to pass around an 
offering plate for a new building project. If the temple of God 
is now the people of God, then gospel faithfulness is not 


limited to caring for a building. We can walk in Christian 
faithfulness even if our gathering place is in shambles. To 
work on the temple of God is to serve and build up the 
people of God. So, how you treat this body of believers says 
something about your heart toward God.
 
Sharing your faith with others— telling others about Jesus— 
is a tangible way that you and I can build the temple of God. 
Using your spiritual gifts to serve the body of Christ is a 
tangible way that you can build up and strengthen the body 
of Christ. 
 
Many of us, like Israel, started well. We would pray for and 
strategically look for opportunities to tell others about Jesus. 
We would pray for and strategically look for opportunities to 
serve other believers. But, I fear that somewhere along the 
line, we've stopped. 
 
Why did we stop? Why did we stop seeking first the kingdom 
of God? Why did we stop serving the body of Christ? Why 
did we stop sharing our faith?
 
May the house of God not lie in ruins in your life while you 
live in a paneled home.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
 
	Why do you think Haggai is so specific with the timing of 

this prophecy in verse 1?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	 What excuses do we often give for not serving the Lord 

right now?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	What does working on the temple of God look like today 

for us as believers?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Haggai 1:5-11
“The instrument God chose to use to resuscitate the 
hearts of his apathetic people was economic 
difficulties.”
 
A few weeks ago, I learned the hard lesson that a luscious 
yard not watered will slowly wither away and become a 
barren land. While out on a week-long vacation, we had 
record temperatures with no rain back home. So, when we 
arrived back home, our grass looked like someone had taken 
a match to it and burned it. It was dry and barren, on the 
verge of death.
 
As I've been thinking this week, I fear some of our 
relationships with God resemble my yard during my vacation
— dry, apathetic, and indifferent. I fear that, over time, our 
hearts have become calloused and distant from the LORD. 
And, oh, what a dangerous place to be! 
 
An apathetic heart toward the LORD is a breeding ground 
for lifelessness and death. It's a place where we simply go 
through the motions. It's a place where we're spiritually lazy. 
It's a place of frustration. It's a place where we serve our 
kingdom over God's kingdom. 
 
Spiritual idleness is the soil in which idols grow. We were 
created to worship, and if we're not worshipping God, then 
we're worshipping something. This is what we find true of 
God's people during this time. Over time they had fallen into 
a state of apathy or indifference toward the LORD, and in 
their indifference, they had grown more concerned with their 
own kingdom than God's kingdom. For 16-18 years, they've 


been saying that now was not a good time to "rebuild the 
house of the LORD" while they worked on their own houses. 
Their priority in life had become their career and 
possessions. They had elevated good things to the place of 
becoming a God thing.
 
We recently learned that around 600BC, Babylon invaded 
Israel and conquered the southern kingdom of Judah. They 
destroyed the temple and took God's people to Babylon, 
leaving God's people to be in Babylonian captivity for 70 
years. Well, around 530BC, Babylon was taken over by 
Persia, and the new Persian king, Cyrus, let Israel return to 
their homeland to rebuild the temple of God. Upon their 
return to Judah, the Jews immediately started rebuilding the 
temple of God, beginning with the altar. But, somewhere 
along in that process, they experienced opposition and 
stopped reconstructing the temple (Ez. 4). For roughly 16-18 
years, the Jews stopped working on the temple altogether. 
It's here (16-18 years later) that we find God speaking to his 
people through Haggai. In this book, we see God calling his 
people to finish the work they once began; he's calling Israel 
to prioritize obedience.
 
God here is graciously shaking the cobwebs off the hearts of 
his indifferent people. So, as the current of life is pushing 
God's people away from the LORD, God is reaching down 
and drawing his people back to himself. He's bringing storms 
into their lives to water their dry hearts. He's mercifully 
resuscitating their apathetic hearts, leading them back to 
prioritizing the right things in life.  
 
As we dive into these verses, we're going to primarily look at 
how God drew his people back to himself today. The 
instrument God chose to use to resuscitate the hearts of his 


apathetic people was economic difficulties. The trials Israel 
encountered had a redemptive purpose.
 
So, let's go ahead and dive into our passage today.
 
"[4] "Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled 
houses, while this house lies in ruins? [5] Now, therefore, 
thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways. [6] You 
have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, but you 
never have enough; you drink, but you never have your fill. 
You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And he who 
earns wages does so to put them into a bag with holes.
 
[7] "Thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways. [8] 
Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the house, that I 
may take pleasure in it and that I may be glorified, says the 
LORD. [9] You looked for much, and behold, it came to little. 
And when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why? 
declares the LORD of hosts. Because of my house that lies in 
ruins, while each of you busies himself with his own house. 
[10] Therefore the heavens above you have withheld the 
dew, and the earth has withheld its produce. [11] And I have 
called for a drought on the land and the hills, on the grain, 
the new wine, the oil, on what the ground brings forth, on 
man and beast, and on all their labors."
 
Verse 4 concisely summarizes the issue at hand. They were 
working on their own homes while the house of the LORD 
(the temple) was in shambles.  
 
A DESIRE TO BE CLOSE
Now, the book of Isaiah tells us that heaven is God's throne 
and the earth is his footstool (Is. 66:1). So, amazingly, the 


sovereign LORD over all who cannot be limited to a single 
building wants to dwell in a building near his people. 
 
The consistent message of the Bible is that the sovereign God 
of the universe doesn't want to be distant from his people; he 
wants to dwell with his people. In Genesis, we find God 
dwelling with Adam and Eve in the garden in perfect, sinless 
harmony. But then, we see sin enter the picture, and man's 
relationship with God was fractured and broken. Yet we still 
find God pursuing his people and seeking to dwell with his 
people. Fast forward to the book of Exodus, and after calling 
and saving his people from slavery in Egypt, we see God 
dwelling with people in the tabernacle (a temporary dwelling 
place of God) while they wandered through the wilderness. 
Then, in 1 Kings, we see God's people build a temple for God 
to dwell with his people once they made it into the promised 
land. Fast forward to the New Testament, we find God 
becoming flesh and dwelling among mankind. Jesus is the 
Word, and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 
we have seen his glory that is full of grace and truth (Jn.1)! 
Now we see God dwelling in his people through the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:21-22; 2 Cor. 6:16). 
And, Revelation tells us that one day God will make all things 
new, and the dwelling place of God will be with man forever. 
In the new heaven and the new earth, God will be with his 
people and wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will 
be no more, and there will be no more pain.
 
So, God's heart has been, and always will be, to be with his 
people. Like a groom longing to be with his bride, God longs 
to be with his people. God doesn't want to be distant from 
you.
 
The temple of God during this time was the dwelling place of 
God. It was a representation of God's glory and majesty and 


the manifestation of his grace and mercy to sinners. The 
temple was a house of prayer for all people. So, God desired 
his people to rebuild the temple for the good of their 
relationship with him. God didn't need his people to build 
the temple for his own good; he wanted them to construct it 
for their good.
 
So, God is saying, "Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in 
your paneled houses while this house lies in ruins?" In other 
words, "Why are you indifferent to me? Why are you 
prioritizing your kingdom over my kingdom?"
 
CONSIDER YOUR WAYS
This leads God to say, "stop and give careful thought to your 
actions— 'Consider your ways.'" In other words, ponder the 
direction of your life. Consider how you've poured all your 
time, effort, and resources into building your own home 
while God's home lay in ruin. Then, in verse 6, he points to 
the fruit of their efforts. He says, "You have sown much and 
harvested little. You eat, but you never have enough; you 
drink, but you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, 
but no one is warm. And he who earns wages does so to put 
them into a bag with holes."
 
So, as Israel is considering their ways, they're beginning to 
realize that their efforts are coming up short. They've done 
everything in their power to have a large harvest. But when it 
was time to gather their crops, there wasn't much to collect— 
they harvested little. 
 
They eat, but like eating a $15 plate of Sushi, they never have 
enough to eat. They drink but remain thirsty. No amount of 
food and no amount of water can satisfy their hunger or 
thirst. No amount of clothing can keep them warm. The 


money they make seems to vanish in thin air. So, God's 
showing his people the irony of their reality— the state of 
their life ironically resembled the state of the temple. As they 
left the temple in ruins, focusing on their own lives, their like 
was in a sort of ruins, as well.
 
Well, once again, in verse 7, God says, "Consider your ways." 
But, this time, he follows it up with a command to "Go up to 
the hills and bring wood and build the house, that I may 
take pleasure in it and that I may be glorified." So, he's 
saying stop the waiting and take action. Go! Gather the 
needed resources and rebuild the temple. 
 
God wants them to build the temple so that he may "take 
pleasure in it and that he may be glorified." The phrase 
"take pleasure in it" is often used in reference to the act of 
God accepting sacrificial offerings made by his people in the 
temple, and the phrase "that he may be glorified" speaks of 
God being worshipped as he should be. So, it doesn't seem 
like God will take pleasure in the actual building of the 
temple as much as he will be in what the temple will allow 
God's people to do, which is worship God as he should be 
worshipped. The goal of rebuilding the temple was not for 
man's gain but for God's glory.
 
THE SOURCE OF THEIR TRIALS
Then, in verse 9, the LORD goes back to explaining their 
current bleak reality. But, this time, he adds an extra detail 
that he didn't give before. He tells them the source of their 
trials. He says, "You looked for much, and behold, it came to 
little." So, similar to before, we see that their attempt to find 
abundance has only led to little. But then he says, "And when 
you brought it home, I blew it away." So, like a kid blowing 
out a candle on their birthday, the LORD has blown away 


their harvest. This speaks of divine, sovereign purpose. Their 
lack of harvest hasn't happened by chance; it is a result of 
God's intentional action.
 
"But, why?" God asked. Is he bringing famine to their land 
because he doesn't like them? No. It is because his house lies 
in ruins, while each of them busies themselves with their 
own houses. God has blown away their resources because his 
people have become consumed with their own homes over 
God's home. They were willing to exert time, effort, and 
resources toward their own interests. But when it came to 
the LORD's interest, they wouldn't lift a finger.3 They were 
passionate about their own kingdom and apathetic toward 
the LORD’s. And because of this, God has brought upon 
them a season of want and need. "The heavens above them 
withheld dew, and the earth has withheld its produce." God 
"called for a drought on the land and the hills, on the grain, 
the new wine, the oil, on what the ground brings forth, on 
man and beast, and on all their labors."
 
What I want us to understand here is that nothing falls 
outside God's control. He has been, and always will be, on 
the throne. He is the LORD of hosts. He transcends and 
controls all things in life. So, nothing going on in your life 
right now catches God by surprise. Nothing you encounter in 
your day-to-day life happens without God's blessing. The 
sovereign LORD of host ordained and used a season of 
drought and calamity to draw his people back to himself.
 
NOT ALL TRIALS...
Let's camp out here for a moment. When you look at the 
topic of suffering in the Bible, you will quickly realize that 
not all suffering is a result of personal sin. 


3 Haggai, Malachi, Richard Taylor, NAC, B&H Publishing.



 
Joseph's life, for example, wasn't ideal. He was a good son 
and a good brother. But, the jealousy of his brothers led 
them to throw him into a pit and sell him into slavery. Yet, 
later in his life, he became a ruler of the land he was sold to 
and was able to provide for his family back home during a 
famine, leading him to say, "What man meant for evil, God 
meant for good."
 
Job was also a blameless and upright man who "feared God 
and turned away from evil." Yet, God allowed Satan to 
inflict tremendous pain and suffering on his life. So, he 
didn't suffer because he was guilty of sin; he suffered because 
God had a good plan for his life that would eventually result 
in his own good and God's glory. 
 
Jesus, the righteous Lord over all, willingly came to suffer for 
mankind on the cross. “The one who knew no sin became sin 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God (1 
Cor. 5:21).”
 
The apostle Paul was called to be a chosen instrument of God 
to carry the gospel to the ends of the earth. Yet, Acts 9:16 
says that God was going to show him how much he must 
"suffer for the sake of God's name."
 
So, the Bible never promises an easy life. Suffering and pain 
are unfortunate realities of life. And the Bible makes it 
abundantly clear that not all suffering results from personal 
sin. 
 
SOME TRIALS ARE...
But, with that said, we also see instances in the Bible where 
some trials are a direct result of personal sin. Here God blew 


away their resources and dried up their land because his 
house lay in ruins while they worked on their own home. 
Their economic difficulties were a direct result of their 
neglect of God's temple. In his steadfast love, God did not 
allow his people to prosper in their attempt to live away from 
him.
 
The unfortunate reality of life is that it's at rock bottom that 
we're most likely to look up. So, their trial came with a 
purpose. God had brought famine to their land for the 
purpose of drawing his people back to himself. God didn't 
send these trials on their land to send them away; he sent 
them to draw them closer. The goal of these trials was not to 
destroy God's people but to heal God's people. 
 
You might be walking through difficult times right now. It 
could be that your trials have absolutely nothing to do with 
any sin in your life. But, it could be that like Israel here, your 
difficulties are a direct result of a personal decision you've 
chosen to make. It could be that God, in his grace and mercy, 
is seeking to draw you back to himself. It could be that God is 
saying, "Prioritize me and our relationship with one another. 
Come back to me. I want to dwell with you. I want to walk 
through life with you. Come back to your first love."
 
Living for your own glory will never satisfy you. A person 
busied with selfish gain will never have enough; it's like 
chasing after the wind. But, God promises us that if we seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, all the things 
of life will be taken care of. We may not live in abundance. 
But we will always be taken care of.
 
God is a loving God who wants to be with you. God is a good 
God who uses even the darkest moments in your life for your 


good and his glory. So, if you find your heart dry today, 
receive God's word here and turn back to him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Discussion Questions:
 
	It seems that Israel had become indifferent toward 

rebuilding the temple of God. Why is an apathetic heart 
toward God so dangerous?  
 
 
 
 
	Where do you find yourself currently? Do you feel that 

you’ve become indifferent toward God? Or do you feel 
that you’re in a season where you’re serving the Lord 
well? 
 
 
 
 
	What are some practical ways that we can guard our 

hearts/lives from becoming apathetic toward the Lord?
 
 
 
 
 
	We see in these verses that the instrument God chose to 

use to resuscitate the hearts of his apathetic people was 
economic difficulties. What is a healthy way to view 
suffering as Christians?
 
 
 
 
 


Haggai 1:12-15
“Fear is diminished when we understand we're not 
alone.”
 
ARE YOU AFRAID OF THE DARK?
The old Nickelodeon TV show, "Are You Afraid of the Dark?" 
significantly damaged my confidence as a young boy. If I 
wasn't afraid of the dark before watching this horror fantasy 
TV show that aired in the late 90s, I most certainly was after. 
 
I would often lay in bed wondering if there was a monster 
under my bed, waiting to attack and devour my ankles. 
 
In fear, I would lay there counting to three, trying to hype 
myself up to make a dash for the door. "I…2… Nope… Ok, 
here I go… 1… 2… 3… No, I can't do it…" Over and over again, 
I would try to bring myself to get out of bed, yet the irrational 
fear of the boogie man crippled me.
 
But, do you know what always removed my fears of the 
boogie man? The presence of my parents. The moment my 
father or mother walked into my bedroom, I had no problem 
stepping foot on my bedroom floor.
 
Fear is diminished when we understand we're not alone. 
That's exactly what we're going to see in our passage today: 
God's presence stilling the fears of his people's hearts. 
 
RECAP
If you remember, God's people had returned to their 
homeland after being in Babylonian captivity for 70 years. 


When they arrived, they immediately began rebuilding the 
previously destroyed temple. But, as they began rebuilding 
the temple, they faced opposition from their neighboring 
countries. So, they stopped. And for 16-18 years, they've gone 
on living their lives as God's temple lay in ruins. 
 
So, through the prophet Haggai, God is speaking to his 
people with a stern rebuke, questioning their priorities. He's 
been saying, "Why is my home in ruins while you're living in 
paneled houses?"
 
Then, last week we saw that God had brought a famine upon 
their land because of their neglect of God's temple. In an 
unfortunate irony, their lives reflected God's temple. Their 
land is in ruins, just like the temple. So, God, in His divine 
mercy, has brought a famine upon their land to draw them 
back to himself.
 
Well, in our passage today, we will see God's people respond 
to the rebuke they received from the LORD. They will 
respond to the LORD's command to rebuild the temple with 
fearful obedience. Their hearts have been stirred, and they 
have decided to do what God has told them to do. And it's in 
response to their response that the LORD says, "I am with 
you." And it's these four words that I want us to spend most 
of our time looking at today.
 
The reality of life is that sometimes obedience to God can be 
scary. Obedience can be laced with uncertainty. Like 
stepping out of my bed as a child, obedience can be like 
stepping foot into the unknown, wondering if rejection or 
failure will grab and devour us to pieces. Yet, today we see 
that the beauty of the Christian faith is we don't walk 
through life alone. Our greatest fears in life are stilled when 
we know that God is with us.


 
So, let's dive in. 
 
"[12] Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of 
the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the 
words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had 
sent him. And the people feared the LORD. [13] Then 
Haggai, the messenger of the LORD, spoke to the people 
with the LORD's message, "I am with you, declares the 
LORD." [14] And the LORD stirred up the spirit of 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the 
spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and 
the spirit of all the remnant of the people. And they came 
and worked on the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, 
[15] on the twenty-fourth day of the month, in the sixth 
month, in the second year of Darius the king."
 
HEAR AND OBEY
In verse 12, we see a response to God's message. God has told 
them to gather materials to rebuild the temple, and they have 
responded with obedience and fear.
 
The Hebrew word for obeyed is šāmaʿ (shaw-mah). We see 
this word used often throughout the Old Testament. It 
primarily means "to hear." One instance would be in Genesis 
3, where Adam and Eve "heard the voice of the LORD God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day…and they hid 
themselves from the presence of the LORD…." But, this word 
can also mean to give heed to and obey the words one hears. 
The latter is what we see here in Haggai. God's people have 
yielded to the words they have heard God speak. They didn't 
hide from his voice; they obeyed his voice.
 


Church, listen. It's one thing to hear God's voice. In fact, I 
would argue that many have heard God speak. But, it's 
another thing to obey God's voice. Throughout history, many 
have followed in the footsteps of Adam and Eve. They've 
heard and ran from the voice of the LORD. But, only a few, 
only a remnant, have heard and submitted to God's word.
 
Church, we all have two options when it comes to the voice of 
the LORD: obedience or disobedience. One will lead to 
death, while the other leads to life. One will lead to shame, 
while the other leads to glory. You can hear the voice of the 
LORD and run from the LORD, or you can hear the voice of 
the LORD and run to the LORD. You can obey God's word, 
or you can disobey God's word.
 
But, the only correct response to the LORD is prompt 
obedience. God's people quickly obeyed the voice of the Lord 
their God. 
 
PREPARE FOR OBEDIENCE
Look at verses 14-15 for a moment. In these two verses, you 
would find the second date given to us by Haggai. "And they 
came and worked on the house of the LORD of hosts, their 
God, [15] on the twenty-fourth day of the month, in the sixth 
month, in the second year of Darius the king." Verse 1 tells 
us that the LORD's word came on the first day of the month, 
and verse 15 tells us that they responded on the twenty-
fourth day of the month. So, the LORD stirred up their 
spirits, shaking the dust off their hearts, sending revival on 
their land, and they began working on the temple twenty-
three days later (three weeks and two days). 
 
Some of you might be thinking, "Why the delay? What took 
them so long to start working on the temple?"


 
To answer that question, some commentators point out that 
since it was the sixth month, it could be that they were still in 
the middle of a harvest season. Therefore, they began their 
work as soon as the harvest was over. 
 
But I'm not buying it, though. I have a hard time believing 
that God allowed his people to say, "I'll stop putting my 
kingdom over your kingdom as soon as I finish tending to my 
kingdom." 
 
Other commentators, however, point out that during these 
twenty-three days, God's people were likely laying the 
groundwork for the temple's construction, carefully planning 
their work (gathering materials, organizing a workforce, 
indulging in consultations, etc.).
 
This makes sense to me. Proverbs 24:27 says, "Prepare your 
work outside; get everything ready for yourself in the field, 
and after that build your house." So, it makes sense to me 
that upon the stirring of the Spirit, God's people began to 
carefully prepare to take action on the temple's construction. 
 
They did not delay; they responded with prompt obedience, 
which is what we ought to do, as well. When God calls us to 
do something, we ought to do it. But, we don't do it blindly 
on a whim. Wisdom tells us that we ought to carefully 
consider how we can obey the voice of the LORD. 
 
For example, as we're studying the Bible, let's say we come 
across the words, "Flee sexual immorality," and we get 
convicted over our use of pornography. We want to be pure, 
and we resolve to obey the voice of the LORD. So, we decide 
to flee. 
 


Well, wisdom tells us that we ought to establish a plan on 
how we will walk in this obedience to the LORD. So, we 
confess our sins to a handful of brothers in the church and 
ask them to hold us accountable. We delete social media, and 
we set restrictions on our phones. Like Israel, we begin to lay 
the groundwork for future obedience. 
 
Or, let's say that we read about caring for widows and 
orphans, and we resolve to better serve our neighbors. Well, 
wisdom tells us that we ought to establish a plan on how we 
will walk in obedience to the LORD. So, we start setting aside 
our funds and resources for the purpose of being able to care 
for those in need.  
 
When we hear our LORD speak, we carefully and closely 
obey. And part of obedience is preparing ourselves for future 
obedience. If we desire to live a life of service to the LORD, 
we should prepare ourselves for such service. 
 
THEIR GOD
Now, in shifting gears for a moment, I want us to notice how 
Haggai describes the LORD here in these verses. Three 
different times Haggai calls him "their God" (twice in verse 
12, once in verse 14). 
 
If you remember, in verse 2, Haggai calls Israel "these 
people," which insinuates distance from God. In other words, 
their actions reflected the actions of one who did not know 
God. But, now, he refers to them as those who belong to God. 
The LORD of hosts is "their God," and they are his people.
 
I think this tells us two things.
 


First, I think it tells us that God's people ought to obey God. 
Obedience to God is critical to the actions of God's people. 
Those who belong to God should obey God.
 
Second, I think it speaks to the covenantal faithfulness of 
God. God didn't throw in the towel whenever his people 
drifted from him. He pursued them with loving fervor, 
stirring up their hearts to love and serve him all the more 
faithfully. So, despite their once apathetic hearts toward 
God, God is still committed to them. God is faithful even 
when we are not. The steadfast, immovable, and faithful God 
of the universe is dealing with his people here in Haggai.
 
FEAR GOD
Shifting gears again, the end of verse 12 tells us that they 
feared the LORD. Like a child approaching discipline, they 
are trembling before the LORD. Obedience and fear sat side-
by-side in the hearts and lives of God's people. 
 
Now, there's a temptation to say that fearing God means 
respecting God. But, the word for fear here alludes to an 
exceedingly great terror. It means to stand in awe and be 
afraid. 
 
As we saw last week, it is the all-powerful God of the universe 
speaking directly to his people here. And the all-powerful 
God of the universe just blew away their harvest, leaving 
them in a barren land because they put off building his 
temple. So, their hearts should be racing a bit right now. 
They should tremble before the LORD.
 
It's when we see God for who he really is that we rightly fear 
him. They feared and obeyed the all-knowing, all-seeing, all-
powerful God of the universe. 


 
Church, believe it or not, we should fear God. The Bible 
teaches us that the fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
wisdom. Fearing God is central to the Christian faith. You 
and I should not fear man; we should fear God.
 
“I AM WITH YOU”
But, the beautiful paradox of the Bible is that the fear of the 
LORD leads us to God, not away from God. It leads to life, 
not destruction. 
 
Look at verse 13, "[13] Then Haggai, the messenger of the 
LORD, spoke to the people with the LORD's message, "I am 
with you, declares the LORD."
 
What an unbelievably comforting word we find here. Like a 
loving father hugging his son after disciplining him, God 
comforted the fearful hearts of his people by saying, "I am 
with you."
 
The one they feared was the one who comforted them. The 
one they feared was the one who protected them.
 
The consistent message of the Bible is this: those who fall on 
their face before God in fear will always hear God say, "fear 
not!" God draws near to those who fear him. The one we 
tremble before is the one who heals, protects, and leads us. 
 
I'm convinced that when we stop and dwell on the reality of 
these words, we will find that there's not a more comforting 
truth offered to us today. This is not an old-school message. 
Like in Haggai, God says to us today, "I am with you always." 
God does not call us to walk the Christian life alone.
 


Turn in your Bibles to Matthew 28. In Matthew 28, you will 
find Jesus speaking directly to his disciples, commissioning 
them for discipleship.
 
If you remember, in week one of our study on Haggai, we 
learned that the temple of God is now the people of God. 
Because of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, you and I are 
the dwelling place of God, the temple of God. So, for the New 
Testament church, temple-work is people-work, not 
building-work. Therefore, the message of Jesus to his 
disciples in Matthew 28 is strikingly similar to God's 
message to his people in Haggai 1. The command of Matthew 
28 is a command to build up the temple of God through 
discipleship.
 
Look at Jesus' words, "All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. [19] Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age." 
 
Has the end of the age come? No. So, then, has Jesus' 
promise run its course? No.
 
The one who possesses all authority in heaven and on earth 
has promised to be with his disciple always, until the end of 
the age. So, there is not a second of your Christian life that 
you are alone. God is with you always. And fear is often 
diminished when we realize we're not alone. Therefore, we 
can confidently obey God because we know that God is with 
us. The steadfast presence of God should still our fearful 
hearts.
 


When you look at Ezra 4, you will see that Israel had initially 
pressed pause on building the temple of God because they 
faced opposition from the Samaritans. Therefore, I'm sure 
that in the back of their minds, they wondered what would 
happen to them if they picked back up the reconstruction of 
the temple. So, God here is speaking into one of their deepest 
fears. He's saying, "Fear not. I'm with you. I won't leave you. 
There's no reason to worry." And when you look to Ezra 5, 
you will find that "the eye of their God" was on them when 
opposition arose (Ez. 5:5). God protected them in their 
obedience.
 
Church, I want us to walk away knowing today that God is 
still with his church. Fear is diminished when we understand 
that we are not alone. So, walk confidently, knowing that 
God is with you. God has been, and always will be, in the 
business of stilling the fears of his people. God is all-
powerful, but he is not distant. He is close and personal. 
When God calls you to do something, he will be with you as 
you do it. So, as God's people picked up their hammers, God 
picked up the nails. 
 
So, may we be a people who listen closely to the voice of God. 
May we be a people who obey his voice. May we be a people 
who fear the LORD. May we be a people whose hearts are 
stilled and emboldened by the closeness of our Savior.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
 
	What does it mean to “fear the LORD?” Why do you think 

God’s people feared the LORD? What is the correlation 
between the fear of the LORD and obedience to the 
LORD?
 
 
 
 
	Whenever God’s people began to obey the LORD, he 

made a point to tell them that he was with them. Why do 
you think he did this?
 
 
 
 
	Do you ever find obedience to God to be scary? If so, 

why?
 
 
 
 
 
	Have you ever walked in obedience to the LORD and 

experienced the comforting presence of God? If so, would 
you be willing to share with the group?
 
 
 
 
 
 


Haggai 2:1-5
“God's faithfulness in the past gives us hope for the 
future.”
 
INSTANT SATISFACTION
Back in October 2020, I remember hurricane Sally coming 
through Mobile. It was a challenging yet fun time for my 
family. I remember having the Musgrove's and Gaine's stay 
at our house, so it felt like a big party. We stayed up late 
chatting and eating cookies and ice cream. 
 
It was all fun and games until the power went out. Once the 
power went out, things changed drastically. There was no 
more TV. There was no more AC. We had to flush the toilet 
sparingly.
 
That following day, we woke up and decided to cook 
breakfast on the grill, which was fine! But, we quickly 
realized that if we wanted to drink coffee, we would have to 
heat our water on the grill next to our bacon, which became 
quite the chore. Something that would usually take only 
minutes took over an hour. 
 
At this moment, we were all reminded of the reality that we 
live in an instantaneous world. We're not accustomed to— 
nor are we fans of— long processes. We want to be able to get 
what we want at the click of a button. We get discouraged 
whenever things don't happen in our time frame. We get 
frustrated whenever we encounter setbacks. We're ready to 
throw in the towel when things don't go our way. We're quick 
to start something but slow to finish.


 
This mentality can easily creep into our spiritual lives if we're 
not careful. 
 
As a young church, we can quickly look at the progress of 
other churches and grow frustrated over what seems to be a 
lack of progress on our end. If we're not careful, we can begin 
to think, "We've been going at it for almost three years. Why 
don't we have more people coming?" 
 
We can look at the maturity of other believers and get 
discouraged over what seems to be immaturity on our end. If 
we're not careful, we can begin to say, "I've been a Christian 
for ten years now. Why am I not as good as a Christian as 
_______ is?"
 
It's easy to become impatient over slow growth. It's easy to 
become discouraged over "how much better of a Christian 
someone else appears to be than you." It's easy to grow 
frustrated and say, "I'll never be ________. So, why 
bother?" It's often the ruins of our own lives that leave us the 
most frustrated in life.
 
But, the beauty of our passage today resides in the steadfast 
presence of God, even in our mess. If your faith resides 
in Jesus, then you are a child of God, and God has 
vowed never to leave you nor forsake you. His Spirit 
will remain with you at all times.
 
In our passage today, God's people have responded to the 
call to rebuild the temple of God. They're doing what the 
LORD has called them to do. They prioritized obedience. But 
it seems that they've already grown discouraged in their 
work. It appears they've become frustrated over their lack of 
progress in constructing the temple. In being reminded of 


the glory of the old temple, they're looking at their current 
resources and saying, "There's no way we will ever be able to 
match the glory of what used to be."
 
So, in our passage today, we will find the LORD putting his 
arm around the shoulders of his people, saying, "It's ok. I 
know you're discouraged. But I'm with you, and I'm not 
leaving you. The rubble before you is not a picture of our 
relationship. I have been faithful in the past and will be 
faithful in the future. Therefore, I'll be faithful now."
 
Now, verses 1-9 are all one conversation. And it's helpful to 
read and digest them all in one sitting. But, because of time 
restraints, we're going to divide these verses into two 
sections: verses 1-5 and 6-9. 
 
In these nine verses, we will find God comforting the 
discouraged hearts of his people by directing their focus 
backward and forewords. If I could summarize these verses 
into one point, it would be: God's past faithfulness and 
future promises are what give us the strength to 
keep running the Christian race today.
 
Today we're going to look at how God's past faithfulness 
impacts our present actions by looking at verses 1-5. Then, 
next week, we will look at how God's future promises impact 
our day-to-day lives in verses 6-9.
 
So, let's dive into these first five verses.
 
"[1] In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the 
month, the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai 
the prophet: [2] "Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of 
Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the remnant of the 


people, and say, [3] 'Who is left among you who saw this 
house in its former glory? How do you see it now? Is it not 
as nothing in your eyes? [4] Yet now be strong, O 
Zerubbabel, declares the LORD. Be strong, O Joshua, son of 
Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the 
land, declares the LORD. Work, for I am with you, declares 
the LORD of hosts, [5] according to the covenant that I 
made with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit 
remains in your midst. Fear not."
 
THE LAST DAY OF FEAST OF BOOTHS
Chapter 1 ends with a date, and chapter 2 begins with a date. 
So, right off the bat, Haggai presents us with the third date 
found in this book. They began working on the temple on the 
twenty-fourth day of the sixth month, and now it's the 
twenty-first day of the seventh month. So, almost a month 
(nearly four weeks) has passed since they began working on 
the temple. 
 
I think this date is vital for us to understand what's going on 
right now. On the one hand, they're not far into the building 
process. Not much progress has likely been made in one 
month. But, on the other hand, there's now a significant feast 
going on in the background of this story. Leviticus 23:34 tells 
us that on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, Israel is to 
observe the seven-day feast of booths (sukkot). So, with it 
being the twenty-first day of the seventh month, it would be 
the last day of this feast. The LORD has come to his people 
on the final day of their celebration.
 
The feast of booths would have been one of three pilgrimage 
feasts (Passover, Pentecost, and Feast of Booths). A 
pilgrimage feast meant that God's people would be required 
to travel to Jerusalem to celebrate, which tells us that 


everyone would be in the presence of the temple (or lack of 
temple) at this time.
 
On the one hand, this feast was designed to celebrate God's 
full provision of the harvest and pray for a good rainy season. 
But, on the other hand, it was a time to remember God's 
faithfulness to provide for his people in the wilderness after 
they left Egypt. 
 
Each family was to celebrate this feast by building booths 
(tents) in the open fields, streets, or on their rooftops. In 
layman's terms, this would be a nationwide campout (my 
wife would have been miserable). The purpose of dwelling in 
booths was to remember that God's people had to dwell in 
booths whenever they were brought out of slavery in Egypt 
and wandering through the wilderness. It was a helpful 
reminder of God's faithful presence with his people.
 
PITIFUL PROGRESS & DISCOURAGED HEARTS
So, on the final day of this feast, the LORD comes to them 
with a word. He says, "Who is left among you who saw this 
house in its former glory? How do you see it now? Is it not 
as nothing in your eyes?" In other words, "Is there anyone 
left among you who remembers how beautiful the old temple 
was? If so, how does it compare now to what it looked like 
before?" 
 
The obvious response to these questions is that they don't 
even compare. It's like stacking Murphy High School's 
football team against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. It's not 
even a close fight. It is "as nothing in their eyes."
 
Now, "nothing" speaks of something being inexistent. The 
word "nothing" is the same word used to describe Sarai when 


she was barren and "had no child (Gen. 11:30)." It's the same 
word used to describe Enoch when he ascended to heaven— 
"Enoch walked with God: he was not; for God took him 
(Gen. 5:24)." So their progress on the temple resembled 
Manti Teo's girlfriend back in 2008 more than anything else. 
It is "as nothing" in the eyes of those who once gazed upon 
the old temple.
 
Very rarely will we bring something up for no reason. 
Yesterday morning, for example, my son and I woke up early 
and went fishing. By 8:00am, he was exhausted. So, we went 
home. When we got home, he sat on the couch to watch TV. 
Sitting on the couch, I noticed him yawn and rub his eyes. 
After his yawn, he looked at me and said, "I'm not tired." I 
laughed and said, "Why did you feel the need to tell me that 
if you're not tired?" 
 
In reality, no child will tell their parent that they're not tired 
unless they're tired. In the same way, you will rarely publicly 
address something unless there's an issue. So, judging by this 
question, it seems God's addressing a present issue amongst 
his people. It appears they've grown frustrated over their 
lack of progress on the temple. The question presented here 
tells us that their hearts are troubled over the state of the 
temple. The adrenaline seems to have worn off; the new car 
smell is gone; and their high hopes for the temple's 
reconstruction seem to have dwindled. They're likely looking 
at the rubble before them, wondering how the temple will 
ever return to its former glory. I'm sure they're wrestling 
with the question of "why even bother?" In their minds, no 
amount of work will ever get the temple back to how it used 
to be.
 
So, a time intended to encourage God's people has seemed to 
have the opposite effect on their lives. In reflecting on the 


past, God's people have become discouraged over their 
present situation. 
 
Has this ever happened to you? Have you ever come to 
church or community group and left discouraged instead of 
encouraged? Like, you're studying God's word, and you see 
God's faithfulness in other people's lives, but then you look at 
your own life, and all you see is a mess. So, you walk away 
sad and discouraged.
 
Know that you're not alone. A time of celebration has led to 
mourning for God's people. They're discouraged over the 
present state of the temple, and it's in response to this bleak 
reality that God speaks directly into their life by telling them 
to be strong. He says, "Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, 
declares the LORD. Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, 
the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, 
declares the LORD." 
 
BE STRONG
Be strong. This is a fairly common command found in the 
Scriptures. It's very similar to the command Joshua gave to 
the Israelites as they prepared to enter the promised land in 
Deuteronomy 31:6-7. 
 
"[6] Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of 
them, for it is the LORD your God who goes with you. He 
will not leave you or forsake you." [7] Then Moses 
summoned Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, 
"Be strong and courageous, for you shall go with this people 
into the land that the LORD has sworn to their fathers to 
give them, and you shall put them in possession of it. [8] It 
is the LORD who goes before you. He will be with you; he 


will not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be 
dismayed." 
 
So, the LORD knows what he's doing here. The same 
command to "be strong" given to Israel as they prepared to 
enter the promised land is the same command to "be strong" 
in Haggai 2. God uses the same language he once used to 
motivate his people in the wilderness. When God's people 
had no land, the LORD said, "Be strong, for I am with you." 
And it's now when God's people have no temple that the 
LORD says, "Be strong, for I am with you!"
 
FOR I AM WITH YOU
Here's the beauty of Christian strength: Christian 
strength is not singular. We don't solely depend upon 
our strength. We don't work alone. We’re strongest when we 
rely on God. Following the command to "be strong," the 
LORD says, "Work, for I am with you, declares the LORD of 
hosts, according to the covenant that I made with you when 
you came out of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. 
Fear not."
 
So, God is saying that although the temple is currently in 
ruins, he hasn't forsaken his people. The bleak reality of the 
temple isn't a portrait of their relationship with God. In the 
same way God was with his people in the wilderness, he's 
with his people now. His Spirit remained in their midst. He 
did not leave them alone. And it's out of his steadfast 
presence that his people can remain strong.
 
Now, God's words here are profound. He's speaking as if they 
were the ones directly delivered from Egypt. He's talking as if 
they were present when the covenant was made in the 
wilderness— "…for I am with you according to the covenant 


that I made with you when you came out of Egypt." That 
covenant took place generations before they were born, yet, 
God says the covenant made back then directly applies to 
them today. God will not leave them because he promised he 
would never leave them. His presence with his people now 
depends on the covenant he made with his people then.
 
This covenant resides in Exodus 19. In Exodus 19, God said 
to Israel, 
 
"You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and 
how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 
Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep 
my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among 
all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me 
a kingdom of priests and a holy nation." 
 
So, God directs his people's attention back to how he lovingly 
delivered them from bondage. Then he promised that if they 
obeyed, he would be with them. They will continue to be his 
treasured possession, a holy nation. 
 
The steadfast presence of the all-powerful God of 
the universe gives us courage and strength today. 
So, through Haggai, God says, "Don't grow weary in doing 
good! Be strong and continue walking in obedience because I 
will be right there with you." God's past faithfulness should 
point to his future faithfulness. If God were faithful in 
leading his people into the promised land back then, he 
would be faithful with his people now as they rebuild the 
temple.
 
Now, I want to make sure we don't get that backward. God 
isn't telling them that he will arrive once their work is 
complete; he's telling them he's with them as they work. So, 


we don't obey to get God; we obey because God's 
got us. Obedience doesn't earn God's presence; it's a 
response to God's presence. It's in response to God's loving 
pursuit and faithfulness that we submit to him as LORD. 
 
The heart of this passage is the heart of the Christian faith. 
We hear the message of the cross, and we trust in the 
finished work of the cross. We place our faith in Jesus. And 
when we trust in Jesus, God sends His Holy Spirit to dwell in 
our hearts. And it's by the power of the Holy Spirit that we 
can walk in obedience to the LORD. So, we don't put sin to 
death to earn God's love; we crucify our sin because of God's 
perfect love for us in Christ Jesus. We don't serve others to 
make God love us; we serve others because of God's perfect 
love for us in Christ Jesus. We walk in obedience in response 
to God's loving pursuit of us.
 
God is telling his people to rest in his faithfulness, that's been 
displayed throughout history. If God was faithful then, he 
will be faithful now. So, be strong! Don't be afraid because 
God is always with you!
 
Church, listen. A vital part of the Christian faith is looking 
backward. We look backward to see God's past faithfulness 
to be reminded of his future faithfulness. God's 
faithfulness in the past gives us hope for the future. 
Sometimes, that means we look back at God's faithfulness in 
our personal lives to be reminded that he will be faithful 
today. But, sometimes, that means we look back at God's 
faithfulness in other people's lives to be reminded that he 
will be faithful today in our lives. This is one reason why 
studying the Bible is so important. The longer we gaze at God 
in his word, the more confidence we will find in him. The 
longer we gaze at God in his word, the less fearful we will 
become. The longer we gaze at God in his word, the more 


strength we will find to continue running the Christian race 
today. 
 
So, you may look at your life today and find nothing but a 
mess. You may have started walking with Jesus, but now the 
new car smell has worn off, and you're discouraged. But, the 
beauty of our passage today is that God hasn't promised to 
be with us only when things are going well; he promises to be 
with us always. Therefore, he will be with us always.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
 
	In verse 5, God reminded his people of the covenant he 

made with them coming out of Egypt. Why is God’s past 
faithfulness so important for his people to remember?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	 What are some practical ways that we can remember 

God’s faithfulness in our day to day lives?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	God promised to be with his people as they work. Why is 

it important for us to understand that “we don’t obey to 
get God; we obey because God’s got us?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Haggai 2:6-9
“God's past faithfulness and future promises are 
what give us the strength to keep running the 
Christian race today.”
 
Gravity is a reality of life that we never question; instead, it's 
a reality that we live in light of. When we throw a ball into 
the air, we anticipate it coming down. When we jump, we 
prepare to land. We tremble when walking on top of a roof 
because we know that if we slip, we will fall. It's a reality of 
life that impacts the way we live.
 
Well, church, so too is God's promises. God's promises given 
to us in His word should be a reality of life that impacts the 
way we live. The Bible tells us multiple times that God 
cannot lie (Num. 23:19; Tit. 1:2; Heb 6:18). So, what God 
says is true. What God says will happen, will happen. 
 
God's word is more definitive than gravity. Therefore, we 
should walk in obedience to God with confidence, peace, and 
rest because we know that God will be faithful to keep his 
word.
 
PAST FAITHFULNESS, FUTURE PROMISES
No matter where you find yourself in history, you will always 
be in an in-between state of looking backward and forwards. 
On this earth, we will always stand in the middle of looking 
back on God's past faithfulness and clinging to the hope of 
God's future promises. And this is the tight rope we find 
ourselves walking in Haggai 2:1-9. In these nine verses, we 
see God comforting the discouraged hearts of his people by 


directing their focus backward and forewords. If we could 
summarize these nine verses into one sentence, it would be 
as follows: God's past faithfulness and future promises are 
what give us the strength to keep running the Christian race 
today.
 
In verses 1-5, we saw how God's past faithfulness impacts 
our present actions. If God has been faithful in the past, he 
will be faithful in the future. But, in verses 6-9, we will see 
how God's future promises impact our day-to-day lives. God 
hasn't stopped working, and he has plans for the future. 
Therefore, we can confidently obey God, knowing that God 
will not abandon us.  
 
In these verses, we will see how God will be faithful in the 
future. Like a good coach, God is huddling up his people and 
laying out his game plan before them. God has great plans in 
the future for the temple they're discouraged over.
 
So, let's go ahead and dive in.
 
"[6] For thus says the LORD of hosts: Yet once more, in a 
little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the 
sea and the dry land. [7] And I will shake all nations, so that 
the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this 
house with glory, says the LORD of hosts. [8] The silver is 
mine, and the gold is mine, declares the LORD of hosts. [9] 
The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the 
former, says the LORD of hosts. And in this place I will give 
peace, declares the LORD of hosts.'"
 
Let's first look at verses 6 and 7 together. In these two verses, 
we see that the LORD will do some shaking. Like a kid 
shaking a snow globe, God will shake the heavens, the earth, 
the sea, the dry land, and the nations. And this purposeful 


shaking isn't going to be an isolated event. It will not be a 
new event. This future shaking will be like a past shaking. 
The LORD says, "once more, in a little while, I will shake the 
heavens..." 
 
The phrase "once more" implies a future action reflecting a 
past action. Therefore, we should ask, "When has the LORD 
shaken the heaven and the earth in the past?"
 
When you dig into the Hebrew language, you will find that 
this term, "shake," was used fairly regularly in the Old 
Testament. It's often associated with the appearance of God. 
Things often shake whenever the LORD arrives on the scene. 
As Mark Boda, a commentator on the book of Haggai, says, 
"When Yahweh appears, the cosmos responds with 
earthquake and storm." We see this example in Exodus 
19:18, where the mountain trembled greatly whenever the 
LORD appeared on Mt. Sinai. God is so holy, majestic, pure, 
great, and powerful that whenever he arrives on the scene, 
the earth trembles. So, the LORD wants his people to know 
and understand that soon he will act in a "powerful and 
sudden manner." The earth is going to tremble whenever the 
LORD acts on their behalf. 
 
The second half of verse 7 tells us why the LORD will shake 
the cosmos— "…so that the treasures of all nations shall 
come in, and [he] will fill this this house with glory." 
 
The LORD said to a people who were discouraged over the 
present state of the temple and who feared the surrounding 
nations, "Don't worry." God will shake the nations so their 
treasures will come in and fill the house of the LORD. In 
other words, God will use the nation's wealth and resources 
to build the temple. Looking at the book of Ezra, you will find 
that to be true in their immediate context. Non-Jewish kings 


such as Darius and Artaxerxes funded the temple rebuilding 
(Ezra 6:8-12, 7:12-26). In extrabiblical writings like 2 
Maccabee's 3:3, we see that Secleucus IV "magnified the 
temple with gifts." So, God is saying that he will miraculously 
supply silver and gold from the nations because there's 
nothing on this planet that doesn't belong to him. Those who 
once destroyed the temple will later build up the temple 
because of God's sovereign work.
 
Look at verse 8, “‘The silver is mine, and the gold is mine,' 
declares the LORD of hosts." 
 
Church, listen, there is nothing on this planet that doesn't 
belong to the LORD. There is no penny on this earth that 
falls outside God's bank account. Silver and gold may be in 
the hands of the nations, but they're really in the pockets of 
God, which means that his resources are infinite. God will 
always fund the task that he calls his people to do. So, in a 
practical sense, when we read about God saying that he will 
always provide for our needs (Matt. 6:25-24), we can trust 
that to be true. He is our protector and provider; we can trust 
him with our lives because everything belongs to him. God 
lacks nothing. Therefore, God will always be able to provide 
for the needs of his people. 
 
He then says, "The latter glory of this house shall be greater 
than the former." 
 
So, as beautiful as the temple once was, it will be all the more 
beautiful in the future. What is to come in the future will be 
better than what was in the past. Things may be bleak now, 
but they will undoubtedly get better.
 
He then says that "in this place he will give peace." 
 


The word peace describes a state of national tranquility. 
Meaning there will be no rage or havoc of war between 
nations and people. It can also mean quietness, rest, 
harmony, and tranquility (both relationally and personally).
 
So, the temple of God is to be a place of peace because God is 
a God of peace. The God of peace is a giver of peace. When 
you look to the Bible, you will find three aspects of the peace 
God gives: vertical (peace with God), horizontal (peace with 
one another), and internal (peace within). 
 
Now, I want to try and bridge the gap between the context of 
Haggai and the context of Harbor. As I've read these verses, 
I'm convinced that these verses are fulfilled in three different 
manners:
 
	The building of the physical temple (then).

	The building of the spiritual temple (now).

	The heavenly kingdom (one day).

 
PHYSICAL TEMPLE
So, as Christians, we can look back and see God's faithfulness 
to deliver on his promise here. In Ezra 6, we see the temple 
finished and dedicated to the Lord. God protected, supplied, 
and sustained their work on the temple just like he said he 
would. The physical building was built just like God said it 
would be.
 
SPIRITUAL TEMPLE
But, here's the thing. We will do ourselves a terrible 
disservice if that's where we ended today. I am 
wholeheartedly convinced that the LORD here had a greater 
glory in mind as Haggai penned these words. I'm convinced 


this promise was intended to be fulfilled in Jesus' death and 
resurrection. 
 
In John 2, after cleansing the temple, Jesus said to the Jews, 
"Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." 
And here, Jesus wasn't referring to the temple building they 
were standing in; he was referring to his body. If Jesus was 
God in the flesh, then the dwelling place of God was the body 
of Jesus. The body of Jesus was the manifestation of God's 
glory, the temple of God.
 
And do you know what happened whenever Jesus breathed 
his last breath on the cross? Matthew 27:51 tells us that when 
Jesus yielded up his spirit on the cross, the curtain was torn 
in two, the earth shook, the rocks were split, and the tombs 
were opened, which was a declaration that it was the Son of 
God who was crucified on the cross. 
 
So, the temple of God was destroyed (just like Jesus said it 
would be), and before it was resurrected, the earth shook 
(just as God said it would in Haggai). 
 
After Jesus rose, he ascended back to heaven, and the Father 
sent another helper, the Holy Spirit, who would dwell within 
his people, making the people of God the temple of God. And 
what's beautiful is that this spiritual temple of God consists 
of both Jews and non-Jews alike. Using the language of 
Haggai, the treasure of the nations has come into the temple. 
 
Turn in your Bibles to Ephesians 2, and you'll see this teased 
out more clearly. In Ephesians 2, Paul writes to the church in 
Ephesus, a predominantly Gentile church. 
 
Here he says,
 


"[11] Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in 
the flesh, called "the uncircumcision" by what is called the 
circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands—[12] 
remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, 
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers 
to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without 
God in the world." 
 
Notice all the separation language used here: 
uncircumcision, separated, alienated, strangers, no hope, 
without God. So, Paul is saying to the Gentiles (the nations), 
"Hey, don't forget that you were far off, separated from 
Christ, aliens, without hope, and without God."
 
But, then he says, 
 
"[13] But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off 
have been brought near by the blood of Christ. [14] For he 
himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has 
broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility [15] 
by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in 
place of the two, so making peace, [16] and might reconcile 
us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing 
the hostility. [17] And he came and preached peace to you 
who were far off and peace to those who were near. [18] 
For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the 
Father." 
 
Notice the language change: brought near, peace, made us 
both one, one new man, reconcile us both, killing the 
hostility, both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So, 
now Paul is saying, "Ok, you were once far off, but now 
you're close because of Jesus. There was once distance 
between you and God, but now there's nearness. There was 


once hostility between you and God, but now there's peace. 
You were once without God, but now you have access to God 
through the Spirit. The cross is transformative."
 
This leads Paul to say, 
 
"[19] So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, [20] built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, [21] in whom the whole structure, being joined 
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. [22] In him 
you also are being built together into a dwelling place for 
God by the Spirit."
 
So, God's people (both Jew and Gentile believers) are being 
joined together to build the temple of God. Together they are 
the dwelling place of God by the Spirit. So, going back to 
Haggai 2:7, we would be incredibly short-sighted if we only 
interpreted these words to apply to material possessions. The 
treasures of the nations that filled the temple foreshadow 
what the temple of God would look like one day. In the same 
way God planned to use the nation's resources to fill his 
temple then, he planned to fill his temple with believers from 
all over the world today. God's plan was to dwell with and in 
his redeemed people from all over the world. He always 
planned to save men and women from every tribe, tongue, 
and nation, leading to the worship and glory of Jesus as 
LORD. The glory of God today is displayed through the 
nations coming to saving faith in Jesus, which is far greater 
than the former glory of the physical temple.
 
And this new temple that we find ourselves a part of today is 
a place of peace. It is only in Christ that we find true peace 
with God. And it is because we have peace with God that we 


have peace with one another. And it is because we have peace 
with God that we have internal peace, even in the midst of 
chaos. So, if your faith resides in Jesus, God has offered you 
a peace that surpasses all understanding. And if your faith 
resides in Jesus, God calls you to live peaceably with all.
 
FUTURE HEAVENLY KINGDOM
Now, with that being said, I want us also to understand that 
we find ourselves in the middle of an already-not-yet 
kingdom today. The author of the book of Hebrews is the 
only New Testament writer to reference the book of Haggai.
 
He says, 
 
"[26] At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has 
promised, "Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but 
also the heavens." [27] This phrase, "Yet once more," 
indicates the removal of things that are shaken—that is, 
things that have been made—in order that the things that 
cannot be shaken may remain. [28] Therefore let us be 
grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and 
thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence 
and awe, [29] for our God is a consuming fire."
 
So, in referencing Haggai, the author of Hebrews is pointing 
ahead, saying that one day in the future, the LORD will shake 
things again. 
 
There will be a final shaking, where the old will pass away, 
and the new will come. In this final shaking of all things, the 
only thing that will remain is the kingdom of God that cannot 
be shaken. The kingdom we are now a part of because of 
Jesus will never pass away. It cannot be destroyed. So, as 
Christians, we walk through life knowing that our salvation is 


secure. We walk through life grateful that we will not be 
consumed because of the blood of Jesus. We worship God in 
reverence and awe because of who he is and what he has 
done for us. Like God's people in Haggai, we look ahead to 
the future hopeful, knowing that one day we will experience 
an eternal kingdom that cannot be shaken. We look ahead to 
the new heavens and the new earth where there will be no 
more death, no more pain, and no more crying.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
 
	Read Ephesians 2. Why is it so important to see how the 

promises made here in Haggai are fulfilled in Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	 Read Hebrews 12:26-29. How do these verses give us 

hope for the future? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Haggai 2:8 tells us that the “silver” and “gold” of the 

nations ultimately belongs to the LORD. Why is so 
important for us to remember that our God never lacks 
anything?
 
 
 
 
 
 


Haggai 2:10-14
“Cleansing comes not from doing something for the 
LORD but from turning to the LORD in faith.”
 
 
There's nothing grosser in life than a football player who just 
finished playing a football game in the hot August sun. The 
stench that exudes from a football locker room after a game 
is strong enough to knock out an army of 10,000 men.  
 
After a football game in high school, I would immediately go 
and take a shower in the locker room. Then, I would go home 
and take another shower before bed because I would still be 
able to smell the sweat on my hands. 
 
But, here's the thing. Some of my friends, instead of 
showering, would change clothes, put on deodorant, spray 
half a bottle of cologne, and walk out of the locker room as if 
they were clean. 
 
To this, I would ask, which football player is clean? The one 
who bathed? Or the one who sprayed cologne?
 
The obvious answer is the one who bathed. 
 
New clothes, deodorant, and cologne are all good things. But, 
they were never designed to cleanse. Contrary to the counsel 
of a middle school boy, no amount of Axe body spray is 
capable of cleaning our filth. In fact, everything our unclean 
body touches will become unclean itself. The clean clothes, 
for example, that we put on become unclean once we put 
them on our unclean bodies. 


 
Church, this is a small metaphor for our passage today. Like 
God's people in Haggai, all of humanity is morally unclean. 
And, like my teammates, instead of turning to Jesus to 
become cleansed, we're tempted to mask our uncleanness 
with "good works." But, no amount of "good works" can rid 
us of our sin. 
 
As we've learned in Haggai, upon arriving back in Israel, 
God's people immediately began rebuilding the temple. But, 
after facing opposition, they stopped. The altar was 
complete, but the rest of the temple was in shambles. They 
were walking in disobedience with apathetic hearts toward 
the LORD. As the house of the LORD sat in ruins for 16-18 
years, they continued building their homes. They continued 
making sacrifices on the altar, observing the feasts of the 
LORD. But, their hearts remained distant from the LORD. 
They were an unclean people. And, because they were 
unclean, their "good works" were also unclean. They needed 
to "put down the cologne" and return to the LORD so that he 
might cleanse them.
 
Haggai 2:10-19 starts bleak, but it ends hopeful. It begins in 
darkness, but it ends in light. Today we will look at the dark 
portion of these verses, and next week we will look at the 
light portion.
 
So, let's go ahead and dive in.
 
"[10] On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the 
second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came by 
Haggai the prophet, [11] "Thus says the LORD of hosts: Ask 
the priests about the law: [12] 'If someone carries holy meat 
in the fold of his garment and touches with his fold bread or 
stew or wine or oil or any kind of food, does it become 


holy?'" The priests answered and said, "No." [13] Then 
Haggai said, "If someone who is unclean by contact with a 
dead body touches any of these, does it become unclean?" 
The priests answered and said, "It does become 
unclean." [14] Then Haggai answered and said, "So is it 
with this people, and with this nation before me, declares 
the LORD, and so with every work of their hands. And what 
they offer there is unclean."
 
HOLINESS ≠ TRANSFERABLE
Here we see that roughly two months have transpired since 
verse 9. We've moved from the twenty-first day of the 
seventh month to the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month. 
So, almost four months have transpired since the LORD 
initially commanded them to rebuild the temple in verse 1 of 
chapter 1. 
 
On this date, the LORD comes to his people again with a 
specific message about cleanliness. But, this time, he directs 
his focus toward the priest, asking them two purposeful 
questions about cleanliness/holiness.
 
The first question he asked was about food. He asked, "If 
someone carries holy meat in the fold of his garment and 
touches with his fold bread or stew or wine or oil or any 
kind of food, does it become holy?"
 
In our context, we likely have no clue what's happening in 
the cracks and crevices of this question being asked. So, it 
might be helpful first to explain a few things.
 
In the Old Testament, priests would have been responsible 
for making sacrifices to God on behalf of God's people. But, 


in addition to this, they were also responsible for handling 
and interpreting God's law for God's people. 
 
The questions asked here pertained to what the law said 
about sacrificed meat. "Holy meat" would have been the 
meat dedicated to the altar, i.e., sacrificed meat. It would 
have become "holy" or sacred by being offered on the altar.
 
Now, during specific offerings (sin offering/guilt offering), 
the priests would have been permitted to take the sacrificed 
meat home to eat (Lev. 7:7). There were also instances where 
the people were allowed to eat the offering together as a 
celebratory meal (Lev. 7:12-15). We also know that, at this 
point, the temple was under construction. So, if they were 
going to consume this meat, they would do so in their own 
home. 
 
So, the imagery we have here is someone bringing home 
holy/sacred meat wrapped in their garment to consume it. 
And the LORD is asking, "Will your wine become holy if it 
touches the jacket you're using to hold the sacred meat?"
 
In some instances in the Old Testament, we find holiness 
contagious by touch (Ex. 29:37; 30:29; Ez. 44:19). But, that's 
not always the case. In fact, both the question and answer in 
verse 12 assume that the answer is "No." So, although this 
question is not directly addressed in the Scriptures, it is 
assumed by Haggai, the priests, and the LORD that they will 
not become holy. The holiness of the sacrificed meat does not 
transfer to the other food. 
 
***Church, I think this is a small picture of how salvation 
works. Like the holiness of this meat, salvation is not 
transferable. Your mom's salvation doesn't save you. 


Growing up in a Christian home doesn't save you. It is by 
your faith in Christ, not someone else's, that you are saved.
 
SIN = TRANSFERABLE 
Haggai then follows up his first question with a second 
question, and this second question has the opposite 
implications. Where holiness doesn't seem to be 
transferable, sin and corruption do seem to be transferable.
 
He asked, "If someone who is unclean by contact with a 
dead body touches any of these, does it become unclean?" 
 
Leviticus 22:4-8 makes it abundantly clear that the answer is 
"yes!" Anyone who comes in contact with a dead body will be 
made unclean, and anything an unclean person touches 
becomes unclean. 
 
If I play in the mud, then come inside and run my hands 
down our white walls, what happens to our walls? They 
become unclean, just like me. 
 
If I have two glasses of water: one is clean, and the other is 
dirty. What happens if I pour just a little muddy water into 
the clean water? I now have two glasses of dirty water.
 
So, between these two questions, we find that uncleanness is 
more contagious than cleanness. Something clean can 
become unclean simply through touch.
 
And what Haggai does next is he holds up a mirror and says, 
"This is true of you." He says, "So is it with this people, and 
with this nation before me, declares the LORD, and so with 
every work of their hands. And what they offer there is 
unclean."


 
"This people" and "this nation" are titles in the Old 
Testament used only to describe the people of God. But, 
these are also titles that imply distance and rebuke. They're 
doghouse terms if you will. Similar, maybe, to a wife calling 
her husband "this man." Although they belong to God, these 
titles imply that God's people are not living as if they belong 
to God. God here is saying that his people are defiled and 
unclean. The hearts of these people are like hands that have 
touched dead bodies— they're unclean and defiled. 
 
Their persistent choice over the years not to rebuild the 
temple was disobedience to the LORD. For 16-18 years, they 
were consistently walking in disobedience. Yet, as they 
walked in disobedience, they continued making sacrifices to 
the LORD, thinking that would make things right. 
 
But, God here is saying that their disobedience defiles their 
sacrifices. Because they are defiled, everything they touch 
becomes defiled. Every work of their hand, every sacrifice 
poured out on the altar, is unclean because they are unclean. 
So, like spraying cologne after a football game, their "good 
works" were incapable of cleansing their defiled hearts.
 
This was an unclean people with hearts that were far from 
God. And they thought that a bit of obedience could rid the 
guilt of their disobedience. But, the LORD is saying that 
disobedience corrupts even their small obediences. Every 
work of their hand and every offering they give is unclean 
because they are unclean.
 
SIN SPREADS
How does this apply to us today?
 


First, this teaches us that sin will always impact more than 
we want it to. Sin brings forth death, and death breeds a type 
of pain that affects all of life. It's like a wildfire that cannot be 
contained, cancer that keeps growing, a virus that keeps 
spreading. We think we can manage it, but we can't. We 
believe we can flourish while living in it, but that's a lie. What 
you do in the dark will impact what you do in the light. Your 
personal choices don't just affect you; they affect your loved 
ones. Sin spreads. Sin corrupts. Sin destroys. It impacts 
everything.
 
GOOD WORKS CANNOT CLEANSE
The second thing I think this teaches us is that "good works" 
can't cleanse us. Sin makes us unclean, and the lie of religion 
is that you can become unclean through good works. 
Religion says that if you go to church, read your Bible, tithe, 
and pray, you will become holy. But, the Bible teaches us that 
"good works" can never make us holy. Good works are 
incapable of cleansing our sinful hearts. Turning to good 
works as a means of cleansing us from sin is like bathing in a 
bottle of cologne after a football game. In fact, the book of 
Haggai teaches us that our defiled hearts will only defile our 
"good works," meaning we have no good works to present to 
God because our sinful hearts corrupt them.
 
1 John 1 says, "If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness." So,  God offers us a way to 
become cleansed from sin. And it's not by doing things for 
him; it's by turning to him. Cleansing comes not from doing 
something for the LORD but from turning to the LORD in 
faith.
 


The Bible promises that if we confess our sins, bringing our 
sin to the light, God will be faithful to forgive us and cleanse 
us. God is inviting you to turn to him, promising to cleanse 
you. Yet, the temptation is to go on living as if you haven't 
sinned, suppressing your shame and covering up your guilt 
with good works. 
 
James 4:8 says, "Draw near to God, and he will draw near 
to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and mourn and 
weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your 
joy to gloom. Humble yourself before the Lord, and he will 
exalt you." So, may these words wound our pride and draw 
us to the LORD in humble repentance.
 
The Christian life is a life lived in humble dependence upon 
the grace of Jesus. Christian faithfulness is not to stiffen your 
neck and try harder when confronted with sin. Christian 
faithfulness is to fall before the Lord in humble submission, 
confessing your sin to him. And the gospel promises that 
God will draw near to those who draw near to him. God will 
exalt those who humble themselves before him. If we confess 
our sins, he will be faithful to forgive us and cleanse us. The 
joy of the Christian life is found in the freedom of being fully 
known and fully loved. When you confess, and all of your 
sins have been brought to light, and there's nothing left to 
hide, and you experience God drawing near to you, there's no 
greater joy to be found.  
 
So, may we be a people committed to walking in purity. May 
we be a people who confess quickly when the Holy Spirit 
convicts our hearts. May we be a people who walk closely 
with our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ.
 


Does the life of God's people during the time of Haggai 
reflect your life currently? Have you been walking in 
disobedience to the LORD, thinking that you can spray the 
cologne of good works to cover the stench of your 
disobedience? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
 
	How would you summarize the point being made in verse 

14? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Why is it important for us to understand that “good 

works” cannot cleanse us from sin?
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Read 1 John 1:8-9 and James 4:8. How can one become 

cleansed of their sin?
 
 
 
 
 
 
	One of the deepest fears of mankind is to be fully known 

and not fully loved. How does 1 John and James 4 speak 
to this fear?  
 
 
 
 


Haggai 2:15-19
“God has been, and always will be, in the business 
of redeeming, cleansing, and blessing sinners in 
grace.”
 
One of the challenges of parenting is carving out personal 
time to be with your spouse. Finding one-on-one time with 
your bride is challenging when you have gymnastics, tee ball, 
school, homework, and small group fighting for your time 
throughout the week. One could summarize many of my 
conversations with Kayla with the words "I miss you." 
 
Deep within any spouse is a longing to be with their spouse 
(in relational harmony). And I think we find the book of 
Haggai revealing this to be true of God, as well. Like a 
husband longing to be with his bride, God longs to be with 
his people. God wants to be close to his people, he wants to 
walk through life with his people, and he wants to bless his 
people. 
 
And the book of Haggai teaches us that God has taken 
extreme measures to make this a reality. As God's people had 
been walking in disobedience by leaving the temple in ruins, 
God brought a famine upon their land to draw them back to 
himself. As God's people had grown accustomed to living far 
from God, God struck them so they might walk closely with 
him. God wants to bless his people with his closeness and 
peace.
 
As I mentioned last week, Haggai 2:10-19 is one fluid 
conversation. It's a conversation that starts in darkness and 
ends in light. It begins bleak, but it ends hopeful. Last week 


we looked at the gloomy verses, and today we will look at the 
bright verses. 
 
In verses 10-14, we observed the LORD confronting the 
uncleanness of his people that resulted from their 
disobedience to God. They were a defiled people, an unclean 
people. And, because of this uncleanness, everything they 
touched also became unclean. 
 
But, today, in verses 15-19, we will find the LORD promising 
them future blessings because of their willingness to repent 
and turn to the LORD in obedience. The construction of the 
temple ushered in a divine blessing from God.
 
Now, before we dive in, I think the flow of these verses 
teaches us an essential truth about the heart of God. As we 
saw last week, God draws near to those who draw near to 
him (Js. 4:8). He exalts those broken over their sin (Js. 4:8). 
God will never turn away a humble heart; blessing always 
comes on the other side of repentance. 
 
So, to be Christian is not to be perfect. To be Christian is to 
be aware of your brokenness and to lean on the finished 
work of Jesus for your salvation. Our confidence rests solely 
upon the finished work of the cross. Therefore, Christians 
ought to be people who are committed to quick confession 
and repentance. And if we're quick to confess (ourselves), 
then we will be slow to scold those who confess with us. The 
church should be a people of grace because we serve a God of 
grace. We ought to be a people committed to bringing our sin 
to light (together), we ought to be a people committed to 
putting our sin to death (together), and we do this by the 
power of the Holy Spirit (together). 
 


So, as we work through these verses today, I hope that your 
heart is deeply comforted by God's desire to be with you. 
 
As we see God say, "From this day on, I will bless you," let us 
not forget who he's speaking to. He's speaking to a people 
who were walking in disobedience for 16-18 years. He's 
talking to people who were defiled and unclean. God has 
been, and always will be, in the business of redeeming, 
cleansing, and blessing sinners in grace.
 
So, let's go ahead and dive in.
 
"[15] Now then, consider from this day onward. Before 
stone was placed upon stone in the temple of the LORD, [16] 
how did you fare? When one came to a heap of twenty 
measures, there were but ten. When one came to the wine 
vat to draw fifty measures, there were but twenty. [17] I 
struck you and all the products of your toil with blight and 
with mildew and with hail, yet you did not turn to me, 
declares the LORD. [18] Consider from this day onward, 
from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month. Since the 
day that the foundation of the LORD's temple was laid, 
consider: [19] Is the seed yet in the barn? Indeed, the vine, 
the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have 
yielded nothing. But from this day on I will bless you."
 
In verse 15, Haggai says, "Now then, consider from this day 
onward."
 
So, the LORD's drawing a line in the sand, saying that their 
future will differ from their past. Like a potty mouth praying 
to the LORD, "Lord, if you get me out of this situation, I 
promise never to cuss again," God is saying that things will 
be different in the future.
 


He then points backward and asks, "Before stone was placed 
upon stone in the temple of the LORD, how did you fare?" 
 
In other words, how was your life while you pressed pause on 
building the temple? Did you benefit while walking in 
disobedience? Did it profit you to live without God? How did 
life treat you in your season of disobedience? How did things 
work out for you as you wandered from the LORD?
 
Church, listen, there's a lie whispered to every Christian in 
the room that says, "life away from God is better." There is a 
temptation to believe that "seeking first your kingdom" is 
better than "seeking first God's kingdom." There's a 
temptation to think that you can put God's kingdom on the 
back burner as you build up your kingdom. But, praise God 
for this question because this question exposes that lie. 
Things did not go well for God's people when they stopped 
obeying the LORD.
 
Haggai says, "When one came to a heap of twenty measures, 
there were but ten. When one came to the wine vat to draw 
fifty measures, there were but twenty." 
 
Heap is a strange word we don't often use here in Mobile, 
Alabama. It simply means "a pile of grain." Similarly, a wine 
vat would be a barrel of wine. 
 
So, verse 16 tells us that their harvest yields were 
significantly less than anticipated. As they were projecting to 
gather 20 piles of grain, they only gathered 10. As they 
predicted to draw fifty barrels of wine, they collected 20. 
Their return was far less than their projections. Their harvest 
ironically reflected the state of the temple. Before they 
started rebuilding the temple, their land was in ruins, just 
like the temple. As God's people chose to put their 


relationship with God on the back burner, their life slowly 
began to unravel. Disobedience did not profit them in the 
slightest. 
 
They had encountered a prolonged season of want and need. 
And just as we saw in chapter 1, the cause of their plight was 
their God. 
 
Look at verse 17, "I struck you and all the products of your 
toil with blight and with mildew and with hail, yet you did 
not turn to me, declares the LORD."
 
The word struck is a strong word that implies an attack. It 
means to hit, beat, slay, attack, chastise, or kill. So, like Mike 
Tyson striking an opponent in the early 2000s, the LORD 
struck his people and their products. 
 
This reiterates what we learned in chapter 1. This famine 
they were encountering didn't happen by chance; God was 
the source of their famine. He is the one doing the striking; 
he struck them and their products with blight, mildew, and 
hail.
 
And what I realized this week was this was a declaration of 
God's faithfulness. God promised his people back in the 
wilderness that these things would happen if they chose to 
walk in disobedience.
 
Deuteronomy 28:15-22 says, 
 
"But if you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God or 
be careful to do all his commandments and his statutes that 
I command you today, then all these curses shall come upon 
you and overtake you… The LORD will strike you with 


wasting disease and with fever, inflammation and fiery 
heat, and with drought and with blight and with mildew." 
 
So, God cannot lie. God will always do what he says he will 
do. And in Deuteronomy 28, he promised his people blessing 
if they obeyed and curses if they disobeyed. So, the blight, 
mildew, and hail they encountered were a part of God's 
divine covenantal curse that he promised they would 
experience if they continued to walk in disobedience. God 
had struck his people just as he said he would. 
 
But, he did this for a specific purpose. Like a good father 
disciplining his child, God is disciplining his children for a 
particular, good purpose. At the end of verse 17, he says, "yet 
you did not turn to me," which tells us the primary purpose 
of striking his people was for them to turn back to him. God 
brought calamity upon the lives of his people to draw them 
back to himself. God didn't strike them to destroy them; he 
struck them to restore them. He sent famine upon their land 
to draw his people back to himself. 
 
Once again, this screams of God's sovereignty. Both blessings 
and curses flow out of the palm of our good God's hand. 
Their lack of harvest didn't happen by chance; it resulted 
from God's intentional action. Not a second of our life falls 
outside God's control. The sovereign LORD brought calamity 
upon their land for the purpose of them returning to him. So, 
the bad in their life had a good purpose. 
 
He then says in verse 18, "Consider from this day onward, 
from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month. Since the 
day that the foundation of the LORD's temple was laid, 
consider: Is the seed yet in the barn? Indeed, the vine, the 
fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have yielded 
nothing. But from this day on I will bless you." 


 
So, the LORD references four fruit-bearing trees that have 
yielded nothing. But then, he points ahead and says that he 
will bless them. So, that which produced nothing will soon 
produce much. That which was barren will quickly become 
fruitful.
 
This is a milestone moment for God's people; their obedience 
to lay down the temple's foundation has changed things. 
From this day forward, their future will not reflect their past.
 
But, at this particular moment in time, they had no visible 
validation of God's future promises. There was no seed in the 
barn. The vines had no grapes. The fig trees had no figs. The 
pomegranate trees had no pomegranates. The olive trees had 
no olives. All they had was God's promise to lean on. 
 
Church, is this not a glimpse of what faith is, though? Is faith 
not the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen? We have not been able to visibly see the 
hope of eternal life that we have already obtained in Jesus. 
But, we know it to be true because God has said it.
 
In the same way God promised that things would be better in 
the future for them, he has promised us that things will be 
better for us in the future. In the same way that they had to 
wait to see the fruit of God's promise in their life, we have to 
wait to see the fruit of God's promise. We must know in our 
waiting that when God says something to be true, it will 
undoubtedly be true. God is faithful.
 
Now, Ian Duguid, while commenting on these verses, makes 
a critical parallel here between the Old Testament and the 
New Testament. He says, "Just as the reestablishment of the 
temple was the critical turning point for the people of 


Haggai's day, so the coming of Christ— the definitive temple 
of God— is the radical turning point from curse to blessing 
for the world."4
 
So, God became flesh and dwelt among us, and he came to 
die. He came to take upon himself the punishment of our sin. 
And he rose again, defeating sin and death once and for all. 
In the words of Paul in Galatians 3, "Christ redeemed us 
from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us..." 
 
So, because Jesus came, lived, died, and rose, we no longer 
have to be a defiled people. Through faith in Jesus, we are a 
cleansed and redeemed people. We are redeemed from the 
law's curse because Jesus became a curse for us. 
 
So, in Jesus alone, the promised blessing of God in Haggai 2 
applies to us today. If your faith resides in Jesus, God's 
undeserved grace rests entirely on your life today. Because of 
the cross, you are not viewed and treated as someone 
unclean. Because of the cross, you are blessed by God. 
Because of the cross, you can walk closely with God today. 
 
Some of us may be coming out of a season of disobedience 
where we drifted far from the LORD. And like God's people 
in Haggai, we've learned that running from the LORD 
doesn't satisfy. It's only led to pain and misery. May you see 
in the book of Haggai that God has his arms open wide 
today, inviting you to come back to him. And, may you see in 
Haggai the truth that when you return, you won't be met 
with scolding; you will be met with underserved grace and 
blessing. You don't have to earn back God's favor. God freely 
blesses with eternal life those who turn to him in faith.
 


4 “A Study Commentary on Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi,” Ian Diguid, Evangelical Press.



Some of you may have been deeply hurt by others, and you're 
struggling to forgive today. May you see God's underserved 
grace toward sinners here in these verses. If God forgives, 
cleanses, and blesses those who've wronged him, you can 
bless those who've wronged you today. Those who have 
received grace can extend grace. Those who've received 
God's undeserved blessing can extend undeserved blessing. 
We should be a people of grace because we serve a God of 
grace.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
 
	In these verses, we see that things didn’t go well for God’s 

people whenever they chose to walk in disobedience to 
the LORD. Have you ever walked through a season of 
prolonged disobedience as a Christian? How did you fare 
during this season? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	What do verses 10-19 teach us about God’s grace? God’s 

people ought to be a gracious people because they belong 
to a gracious God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	How can we practically live graciously as Christians?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Haggai 2:20-23
“It was on the cross that the Son of David freed us 
from sin's power and penalty. Jesus died so that sin 
might no longer have control over us.”
 
BRINGING CLOSURE
I don't read often. But, when I do, I want to hear at the end 
of the book the words, "And they lived happily ever after." 
Some of my favorite books or movies end in a spirit of hope. 
Please don't make me use my imagination of what might 
have happened; give me closure on what has or will happen. 
Tell me that Jack escaped prison and went on and got his 
degree. Tell me that Jack married his childhood sweetheart, 
Susan, and had four kids named Charlie, Frank, Joe, and 
Jackie. 
 
In the unprofessional opinion of Ryan Parazine, good writers 
give their readers closure. And that's precisely what we find 
at the end of the book of Haggai. 
 
As we close out this book, we see that God's people have 
responded to God's command to rebuild the temple of God, 
restoring their relationship with God. And because of their 
repentance, God relented his divine curses upon their land 
and vowed to bless them in the future. In the final verses of 
Haggai, we find the LORD speaking directly to Zerubbabel, 
the governor of Judah, saying, "Things are going to be 
better!"
 
If I could summarize these last words with a concise 
sentence, it would be: God's long-term plan for his 


people will never change. Like a good author, he allows 
his people to peek into the future and see his plans. When it 
seemed like all hope had been lost, God is saying there is still 
reason to be hopeful. God has been and always will be 
faithful to keeping his word. Their enemies will be defeated, 
and God will reign victorious forever.
 
So, let's go ahead and dive in.
 
"[20] The word of the LORD came a second time to Haggai 
on the twenty-fourth day of the month, [21] "Speak to 
Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I am about to shake 
the heavens and the earth, [22] and to overthrow the throne 
of kingdoms. I am about to destroy the strength of the 
kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots and 
their riders. And the horses and their riders shall go down, 
every one by the sword of his brother. [23] On that day, 
declares the LORD of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel 
my servant, the son of Shealtiel, declares the LORD, and 
make you like a signet ring, for I have chosen you, declares 
the LORD of hosts."
 
SECOND MESSAGE OF THE DAY
In verse 20, we see this is the second message of the LORD 
presented to God's people on the twenty-fourth day of the 
month. 
 
So, not much time has passed between these verses and the 
preceding verses. The time between verses 10-19 and 20-23 
is hours and minutes, not days and months. 
 
Verses 10-19 were primarily for the priest, and verses 20-23 
were primarily for Zerubbabel, the governor of Judah. But, 
although both passages address a specific person[s], both 


messages apply to all of God's people during this time. So, 
the LORD here has a specific message for Zerubbabel that 
has profound implications for all of God's people.
 
But, who is Zerubbabel? Well, I'm glad you asked.
 
If you remember, we learned at the start of our study that 
Zerubbabel was the Persian-appointed governor of Judah. 
His name means "seed of Babylon," which suggests that he 
was born in Babylonian captivity.
 
However, being a "governor" is a bit different than being a 
king. The title of governor implies one responsible for 
overseeing and leading a group of people. The Hebrew word 
here is also sometimes used within the context of a captain 
or deputy. So, because Judah was still under Persian rule, 
Zerubbabel was not the official king of Israel; he was the 
Persian-appointed governor of Judah (this is important for 
us later).
 
COMING WITH VENGEANCE
But, the LORD says to Zerubbabel, "I am about to shake the 
heavens and the earth, [22] and to overthrow the throne of 
kingdoms. I am about to destroy the strength of the 
kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots and 
their riders. And the horses and their riders shall go down, 
every one by the sword of his brother."
 
This is the second time we've seen this type of language used 
in Haggai. If you remember, we previously learned that the 
phrase "shake" was regularly used in the Old Testament. It 
was often used in association with the appearance of God. 
So, the LORD is saying, once again, that he would show up 
and act on behalf of his people. And when he shows up, he 


will overthrow the kingdom's throne, destroy the strength of 
the kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots and 
their riders. Zerubbabel should not be afraid because the 
LORD would soon come with a vengeance. 
 
Now, the language used here is intentional. The wording 
here was intended to trigger memories of how God acted on 
behalf of his people in the past. So, how God will act in the 
future will be similar to how he has acted in the past. 
 
For example, the word "overthrow" was also used to 
describe Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 19. So, God was 
going to overthrow the throne of kingdoms, just like he did 
with Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 19:25,29. 
 
The word "destroy" was also used to describe how he treated 
the Canaanites as God's people approached the promised 
land. So, God was going to destroy the strength of the 
kingdoms, just like he pushed the Canaanites out of the 
promised land in Deuteronomy 7:23-24.
 
The language of “chariots” and “horses” would have 
triggered memories of the Egyptians chasing after God's 
people in Exodus. So, God would overturn chariots, just like 
he did coming out of Egypt. 
 
The language of the horses and riders going down by "the 
sword of their brothers" would have reminded God's people 
of how God would throw his enemies into confusion, leading 
to their demise (Judges 7:22, 1 Samuel 14:20, and 2 
Chronicles 20:23). So, their future enemies are going to be 
defeated in the same way that their past enemies were 
defeated— "by their own swords."
 


So, God here promises to act in the future just like he's acted 
in the past. In the same way God has defeated their enemies 
in the past, he will defeat them in the future. There will be a 
future judgment poured out on their enemies, and that 
judgment will look a lot like what it looked like throughout 
history. 
 
RENEWING DAVIDIC PROMISE
The LORD of hosts then says, "On that day, declares the 
LORD of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, 
the son of Shealtiel, declares the LORD, and make you like a 
signet ring, for I have chosen you, declares the LORD of 
hosts."
 
First, I want us to notice the redundancy in these verses. 
Whenever you see words or phrases repeated in the Bible, it's 
wise to take note of them. Repeated words or phrases help 
teach us the main point of the passage. So, three times 
Haggai lets Zerubbabel know that this is a declaration of the 
LORD. Therefore, we need to know that it is none other than 
God speaking here. 
 
The one who cannot lie has brought a message to 
Zerubbabel, and what he says to him is that he will make him 
like a signet ring. A signet ring was a ring used by a king to 
stamp or sign official documents. It was a symbol of 
authority and a prized possession of a king. Because of its 
importance, one would often wear it on a chain or as a ring. 
So, to be "like a signet ring" of the Lord would have been an 
incredible honor. It was a prestigious title. God was saying to 
Zerubbabel that he would be a prized possession of God, 
someone of utmost importance, someone he keeps close and 
protects.
 


Now, the last time the Lord used this phrase (signet ring) 
was while speaking to Jehoiakim, one of the last kings of 
Judah. This tells us that this was a title used in the context of 
the king of God's people. The LORD is, therefore, saying to 
Zerubbabel that he's chosen him to bless him as the king of 
Israel. Although Zerubbabel is not the king, God will bless 
him as king. 
 
So, God's not just saying that Zerubbabel will be 
important. He's using king-like language to give 
Zerubbabel a place of honor and authority for the 
sake of renewing the covenant that he previously 
made with David.
 
Let me explain.
 
Long ago, there was a man named David. David was Israel's 
second king. But, just because David was the second king, 
that doesn't mean he was the second-best king of Israel. No, 
David was the most glorious king of Israel. While on the 
throne, he was the great, conquering king who brought peace 
and prosperity to Israel. 
 
When you look to the Old Testament, you will find that God 
promised to establish a permanent king through the line of 
David, who will reign as king forever. Promise after promise 
was given, saying that there will be one who descends from 
David who will possess authority over everything. 
 
Take 2 Samuel 7:12-13, for example. 
 
In this passage, you see David wanting to build the LORD a 
temple. David's distraught over the fact that he "dwells in a 
house of cedar while the ark of God dwells in a tent." So, he 
concluded that he was going to build a temple. 


 
But, the LORD responds, "No, you won't." And the Lord says 
that he will raise up an offspring of David who will build a 
house for God's name and establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever. 
 
He says,
 
"When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your 
fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall 
come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He 
shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, and 
he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will 
discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the 
sons of men, but my steadfast love will not depart from him, 
as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 
And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 
forever before me. Your throne shall be established 
forever.'"
 
So, in this passage, you see both far and near promises 
colliding. In one sense, David's son, Solomon, would reign in 
his place and build the temple. And he will commit iniquity, 
and the LORD will discipline him with the rod of men. But, 
in another sense, this promise extends far beyond Solomon 
to an everlasting kingdom. Three times in this passage, you 
see that the throne of the LORD will be established forever. 
There will be one who descends from David that will sit on 
the throne and reign forever. 
 
But, this isn't the only place that we catch wind of this type of 
promise. 
 


Psalm 132:11, "The Lord swore to David a sure oath from 
which he will not turn back: 'One of the sons of your body I 
will set on your throne."
 
Isaiah 11:1-2,11, "There shall come forth a shoot from the 
stump of Jesse (Jesse being David's father), and a branch 
from his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon him…."
 
Jeremiah 23:5, "Behold, the days are coming, declares the 
Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 
and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land."
 
Jeremiah 33:14; 17, "Behold, the days are coming, declares 
the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah….For thus says the Lord: 
David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the 
house of Israel…."
 
So, the days are coming. The promise will be fulfilled. David 
will never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of 
Israel. From the line of David will come a righteous ruler 
upon whom the Spirit of the Lord will rest. He will deal 
wisely and execute justice and righteousness in the land. He 
will be a just and righteous king who rules forever.
 
But! When you look at the book of Jeremiah, it would seem 
like the eternal covenant God made with David was thrown 
out the window. During the time leading up to the 
Babylonian captivity, there was a king named Jehoiakim. 
 
Jehoiakim was the son of a good king named Josiah. But 
Jehoiakim, unfortunately, did not follow in his father's 
footsteps. 2 Kings 23:37 says that he did what was evil in the 


sight of the Lord. To put it simply, Jehoiakim was not a good 
king. 
 
He was so evil that he hunted down the prophet Uriah and 
killed him (Jer. 26:20-23). He was so wicked that he called 
for Jeremiah's prophesies to be read aloud in his court, and 
as they were read, he tore the pages out and threw them into 
a fire to be burned, showing no fear or remorse (Jer. 
36:23-24). 
 
Because of his wickedness, the Lord said that Jehoiakim 
would have no one to sit on the throne of David and that his 
dead body would be cast out of the city (Jer. 36:30). The 
LORD went on to say that although his son was the "signet 
ring on his right hand, he would tear him off and give him 
into the hand of those who seek his life (Jer. 22:24)."
 
Not long after this, the Babylonians took over Judah, 
destroying the temple, and leading God's people into 
captivity. So, these are some of God's people's last memories 
regarding their king.
 
So, as God's people were currently without a king, a question 
in the back of their minds was, "Did the promises of God 
concerning their future king get trampled on because of their 
former king's disobedience?"
 
And God here is saying, "No!"
 
In the same way that David was the Lord's servant, 
Zerubbabel will be God's servant. Zerubbabel will be like a 
signet ring to the LORD. In the same way the Lord chose 
David, God had chosen Zerubbabel. God's covenantal 
faithfulness has remained steadfast. The promise of a future 
king is still intact.


 
So, as the book of Haggai is closing, God says there is still 
something for the people of God to look forward to. God's 
covenant with David is still intact. Their past disobedience 
hasn't dismantled their future hope.
 
A day is coming when the heavens and the earth will shake, 
and their enemies will be defeated. And on this day, a 
descendent of Zerubbabel will rise up and rule forever, 
fulfilling the promise given to David that is being preserved 
through Zerubbabel. 
 
Earlier in chapter 2, we connected the shaking of the earth 
and the cross. When Christ was crucified, the earth shook. 
So, the promises given here have been and will be entirely 
fulfilled in Jesus. Jesus is the son of David, a descendent of 
Zerubbabel. Jesus is the eternal ruler spoken about in the 
Old Testament. Jesus is the one who possesses the power to 
defeat our greatest enemies.
 
But, here's the thing. Our greatest enemy in this life is not a 
physical ruler; it's a spiritual ruler. 
 
1 John 5:19 tells us that "the whole world lies in the power of 
the evil one." 
 
Ephesians 2 confirms this by saying, "And you were dead in 
the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following 
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of 
the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience— among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body 
and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like 
the rest of mankind."
 


 So, everyone is (or was) spiritually dead, following the 
prince of the power of the air, walking in subjection to the 
evil one. The whole world lies in the power of the evil one.
 
But Jesus came to set the captives free. Jesus came to 
dismantle the power of the evil one. It was on the cross 
that the Son of David freed us from sin's power and 
penalty. Jesus died so that sin might no longer have 
control over us. So, Israel's greatest enemy wasn't a 
Persian or Roman king; their greatest enemy was sin, Satan, 
and death. And Jesus, the Son of David, came and died so 
that we might be set free from the bondage of sin and death. 
Jesus died to conquer the greater giant of sin, death, and 
Satan.
 
So, using Haggai's language, Jesus came to overthrow and 
destroy the throne of Satan's kingdom. The strength and 
power the evil one once possessed over our hearts have been 
destroyed. All of his horses and riders have gone down. And 
the beauty of it all is that it was by their own sword that they 
were destroyed. 
 
Satan thought that the cross would destroy Jesus, but it was 
the cross that destroyed himself. The evil one thought that he 
would reign victorious whenever he crucified the Son of 
David, but the crucifixion was actually God's predetermined 
plan to defeat the evil one. What the evil one meant for evil, 
God meant for good. It was the enemy's hardest punch 
that ended himself. It was the defiant act of crucifying 
Jesus that defeated once and for all sin, death, and Satan.
 
Therefore, as we look back to the cross in awe and wonder, 
we can also look ahead to heaven with hope and joy. One day 
when this final shaking comes (Hebrews 12), we will be with 


God forever in a kingdom that cannot be shaken with a king 
who reigns in perfect justice and peace.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
 
	What have been some of your biggest takeaways from 

our time in the book of Haggai? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	How are these words fulfilled in the coming of Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
	What does it mean that the Lord was going to make 

Zerubbabel “like a signet ring?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	How do these verses give us hope for the future?
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