
THE  TRUE

" I  a m  t h e  v i n e ;  y o u  a r e  t h e  b r a n c h e s . "

J o h n  1 5 : 9 - 1 7



“9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments
and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and

that your joy may be full.
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love
has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if
you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not
know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from

my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I command

you, so that you will love one another.”
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THE FATHER’S LOVE FOR JESUS WAS
DECLARED BEFORE JESUS' MINISTRY EVER

BEGAN. IN THE SAME WAY, JESUS' LOVE FOR
YOU DOES NOT HINGE ON YOUR ABILITY TO

DO "GOOD WORKS."
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE UNCONDITIONAL
LOVE OF JESUS SHOULD ALWAYS BE

OBEDIENCE.



JESUS CAN USE HIS LIFE AS AN EXAMPLE OF
OBEDIENCE BECAUSE HE WALKED IN

PERFECT OBEDIENCE.  
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OBEDIENCE TO JESUS SHOULD LEAD TO 
JOY WITHIN THE HEART OF A BELIEVER.



TRUE JOY IS NOT DETERMINED BY OUR
EXTERNAL CIRCUMSTANCES. TRUE,

GENUINE, SATISFYING JOY IS ONLY FOUND
IN UNION WITH JESUS.
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 “THIS IS MY COMMANDMENT, THAT YOU LOVE ONE ANOTHER
AS I HAVE LOVED YOU. GREATER LOVE HAS NO ONE THAN THIS,

THAT SOMEONE LAY DOWN HIS LIFE FOR HIS FRIENDS.

"A NEW COMMANDMENT I GIVE TO YOU, THAT YOU LOVE ONE
ANOTHER: JUST AS I HAVE LOVED YOU, YOU ARE TO LOVE ONE

ANOTHER. BY THIS ALL PEOPLE WILL KNOW THAT YOU ARE MY
DISCIPLES, IF YOU HAVE LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER."



THIS  LOVE  IS . . .

HUMBLE.01 04

SACRIFICIAL.02

03 UNCOMFORTABLE.

COSTLY.

05 ETERNALLY MINDED.



THERE SHOULD BE A UNIQUE AND SPECIAL
LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER WITHIN THE

CHURCH.
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OBEDIENCE TO JESUS’ COMMANDS DEFINES
WHAT IT MEANS TO BE HIS FRIEND.
THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE

UNDESERVING SACRIFICIAL LOVE OF JESUS
WILL BE THE ONES WHO KEEP HIS

COMMANDMENTS.
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"FRIENDSHIP" DOES NOT DIMINISH 
 SUBMISSION.



ALTHOUGH BOTH SERVANTS AND FRIENDS
ARE CALLED TO SUBMIT TO JESUS, THE

MAJOR DISTINGUISHING MARK BETWEEN
THE TWO IS AN ACCESS TO DIVINE

REVELATION.
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THOSE WHO DRAW LIFE FROM THE VINE

PRODUCE FRUIT FOR BOTH THE WELLBEING

OF OTHERS AND THE GLORY OF GOD.



THOSE WHO ABIDE IN JESUS 

WILL LOVE LIKE JESUS.


